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2 Freshman Amanda Hodges won 
a brand new car on the Price Is 
Right. Read the whole story on 
page two. 

8 Can you solve the mystery? Deter-
mine what has been photographed 
for the Frank House Photo Contest 
and win prizes.

http://mcluhan.unk.edu/antelope/

Drama students start the semester 
out strong. The Gypsy’s Curse starts 
this week. Watch for the story in next 
week’s issue.
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K Coming soon to UNK:

Lost Boy of Sudan
Feb. 20 @ 7 p.m.
Ponderosa Room 

The Gypsy’s Curse
Feb. 20-23 @ 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 24 @ 2 p.m. 
FAB - Studio Theater

Speechless is how the 
Peking Acrobats left the 
majority of the audience on 
the evening of Tuesday, Feb. 
12, in the Health and Sports 
Center. The incredible feats 
that the acrobats accom-
plished showed a mind-
boggling amount of strength, 
control and balance that, at 
times, seemed not humanly 
possible. 

“Not only was the show 
amazing, it was unbeliev-
able,” Alyssa Sage, a fresh-
man from Valentine, Neb., 

said.
 “I couldn’t believe how 

the little girl could put her 
body into the positions that 
she did.” Sage’s friend, Jen-

nifer Rathman, a freshman 
from Farwell, Neb., also 
commented. “I loved it! It 

Peking Acrobats amaze and awe audience
Performers jump, bend, twist, turn, balance, juggle, and bicycle across stage
BY HANNA HOTOVY
Antelope Staff

Smoking ban takes another step towards reality
A vote on Wednesday, 

Feb. 13 by state senators 
advanced legislative bill 395, 
a proposed statewide smok-
ing ban, to final reading by a 
vote of 33-13.  The proposal 
made by Kearney Senator 
Joel Johnson would prohibit 
smoking in all public places 
throughout Nebraska, pro-
viding for very few excep-
tions.

The measure was 
proposed last year but was 
stopped by Sen. Johnson 
when an opt-out clause 
for cities and counties was 
included.  The opt-out would 
have allowed voters in cities 
and counties to override the 
statewide ban.  Sen. John-

son has promised to kill this 
year’s version of the bill if 
opponents once again try to 
include the opt-out provi-
sion.  

In the bill’s statement of 
intent, Sen. Johnson made 
it clear why he opposes al-
lowing cities and counties to 
avoid enacting the ban.  

“LB 395 is designed to 
protect employees and the 
public from the hazards of 
second hand smoke in all 
indoor worksites, including 
bars and restaurants,” John-
son said.

The proposal is modeled 
closely to the smoking ban 
adopted by city of Lincoln in 
January 2005.  

According to a survey 
that was conducted nearly 
one year after the Lincoln 

ban had been enacted, 84 
percent of adult respondents 
indicated that they go out to 
eat or go to the bars either 
the same amount or more 
frequently than they did be-
fore smoking was banned.

Lexington health edu-
cation senior, Kyle Smith, 
agrees with the ban and 
believes the measure would 
make Nebraska bars and res-
taurants more enjoyable.  

“It would be good for 
everyone.  It’s not that hard 
to go outside to smoke for 
five minutes but it is hard to 
sit in a building that is full 
of smoke for a few hours,” 
Smith said.

Senior Wahoo teacher 
education student, Jonathan 
Lanik, thinks the statewide 
ban is long overdue.  

“I’m surprised that more 
cities throughout Nebraska 

haven’t acted on implement-
ing their own bans,” Lanik 

said.  
One of the bill’s ma-

jor opponents is Senator 
Phil Erdman of Bayard. In 
a statement that Sen. Erd-
man released on Feb. 13, 
he is quoted as saying the 
proposed bill “is in horrible 
shape.”  

In talking about his op-
ponents Erdman said, “We 
can agree about the idea, but 
I cannot agree that the state 
needs to step in and pass LB 
395.”  

Sen. Erdman is ex-
pected to propose the opt-out 
amendment when the bill 
comes up for final reading.

Senior Red Cloud recre-
ational studies major, Travis 
Kenny, agrees with Sen. Erd-
man that the statewide smok-
ing ban would not be good 

for Nebraska.  
“The ban has the po-

tential to force small-town 
bars and restaurants out of 
business by alienating the 
regulars who have smoked 
for years,” Kenny said.  

Kenny also believes that 
this proposal is an example 
of the state infringing on an 
individual’s right to choose 
behavior.

The next step for LB 395 
is final reading where sena-
tors will decide whether or 
not to advance to proposal to 
the governor for passage.  

From there, it will be up 
to Governor Dave Heineman 
to either sign to the bill into 
law or veto the measure.  If 
the bill receives the gover-
nor’s support, it will become 
effective statewide in 2009.

Photo by  Garrett Ritonya
Freshman Kristin Nicoletti from 
Littleton, Col., takes a smoke 
break outside of her dorm build-
ing. 

Clockwise from left: 
The crowd gasps as the Peking 
acrobats place a member on top 
of spears. Photo By Erik O’Brien
The Peking Acrobats display a 
show of strength as they lift each 
other up during the show. Photo 
By Hanbing Song
A member of the Peking Acro-
bats balances on a high stack 
of chairs, which are standing 
on four wine bottles in the UNK 
Health and Sports Center. Photo 
By Erik O’Brien
The Peking Acrobats show their 
skill by juggling hats and finally 
making a pyramid. Photo By Erik O’Brien
Excitement goes through the crowd as the Peking Acrobats show their flexibility during the show. Photo 
By Hanbing Song

See Peking 
on page 3

BY LAURA LARSEN
Antelope Staff
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 For students who have 
money problems related to 
college tuition, scholarships 
totaling around $1 million 
may be the answer.

Luckily, applications are 
now available for UNK’s 
annual and endowed scholar-
ships for over 200 different 
scholarships that will be 
awarded this year.

Last year, nearly 1,000 
UNK students received 
scholarships totaling around 
$1 million.

Scholarships are avail-
able through the Business 
and Technology, Education, 
Fine Arts and Humanities, 
Natural and Social Sciences 
and Athletic Departments. 
Other miscellaneous scholar-
ships are also available.

All currently enrolled 
students are eligible to re-
ceive scholarships. 

Anne McConkey, Co-
ordinator of Student Em-
ployment and Scholarships, 
emphasizes that applying is 
easy.

“There is just one uni-
versal application online, 
meaning only one applica-
tion is needed to apply for 
all scholarships,” McConkey 
said.

“Applying will take un-

der an hour, and it’s an easy 
way to earn money that you 
don’t have to pay back.”

The money for the schol-
arships mostly comes from 
private donors. 

Recipients for scholar-
ships are chosen based on 
criteria set up by donors. 
Committees follow the 
criteria to match qualified 
students to scholarships.

The deadline to submit 
applications is midnight on 
Feb. 29.

“I strongly encourage all 
students to apply,” McCon-
key said.

Amanda Hodge is your 
normal everyday girl. She 
goes to school, works and 
pays for her own things, 
but on Jan. 7, Amanda’s life 
changed, as she made it on 
the Price Is Right.

“My mom and I have 
always wanted to go on the 
Price Is Right. We had the 
opportunity so we decided 
to go,” freshman Amanda 
Hodge said. 

A few things did sur-
prise Hodge. “The studio 
is way smaller than I had 
expected, and before the 
show they played 70s retro 
music and all of us danced. It 
was great.” 

Of course Hodge didn’t 
get right on stage at first. She 
had to guess the price of an 
item to get up there with 
Drew Carey. “I couldn’t be-
lieve they called my name. 
When you’re sitting in the 
crowd you think it won’t 
happen to you,” Hodge said. 

“When I got up to the 
panel, it was hard because I 
just had to guess the price. 
But I went with the one my 
mom said, and hey, I got 
lucky.” 

Hodge’s stepfather and 
her mom were in the crowd 
cheering her on as she played 
the range game. “It’s a game 
where you have to guess the 
price of the car, but the key 

is you have to get within 
$150 of the real price,” 
Hodge said. 

Hodge was successful in 
guessing the correct price, 
and her prize, a 2008 Ford 

Fusion. 
Hodge got to pick the 

color of the outside of the 
car as well as the interior. “I 
picked a dark red color for 
the outside and grey inte-

rior,” Hodge said. “I get the 
car in two weeks; they are 
going to send it to the Ford 
dealership here in Kearney.” 

Hodge sold her old car 
to pay for the licensing and 

taxes on her new ve-
hicle. 

As far as her getting 
up on stage and meet-
ing Drew Carey, Hodge 
loved it. “Everyone is 
so personable and nice, 
especially Drew,” Hodge 
said. It was hard for 
Hodge to keep her secret 
as the show aired just a 
couple of days ago.

 “The show was 
filmed Jan. 7, so I had to 

keep all information confi-
dential until the show aired. 
It was very hard to keep that 
a secret,” Hodge said.

It is the time of year 
again to apply to become a 
member of The Gold Torch 
Society. 

The Gold Torch Society 
is a mentoring and network-
ing organization for alumni 
and undergraduate women at 
the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney established by the 
UNK Alumni Association. 

This society is exclu-
sive to UNK and started in 
2000 by Stephanie Vogel, a 
grad student Alumni House 
employee. It is comprised 
of 25 alumni women and 25 
current UNK undergraduate 
women. 

Alumni have the oppor-
tunity to share their knowl-
edge and experience with 
the undergraduates, while 
both groups benefit from the 
chance to share and network 

with each other.
The undergraduates 

selected for the society get to 
select the mentor they would 
like to be paired with. The 
two keep in touch throughout 
the year via e-mail or phone. 
These mentors then help the 

undergraduate through letters 
of recommendation, net-
working and any advice that 
student may need.

Michelle Widger, direc-
tor of the program, also sets 
up an annual meeting where 
all alumni and graduates 
meet at the Alumni House. 

This meeting includes 
a welcome reception and 
banquet, all-day sessions and 
some networking. “This pro-
gram shows undergrads that 
you can be successful and do 
what you want to do,” Widg-
er said. “The alumni women 
we have are brilliant.”

The Gold Torch Society 
looks a number of things in 
candidates. Undergraduates 
must have a solid academic 
background and involvement 
on campus, submit a 200 
word essay discussing the 
woman the applicant most 
admires, their professional 
ambitions and goals.

“This is a society where 
women can share with other 
women their successes,” 
Widger said. 

Applications can be 
downloaded online at the 
Gold Torch homepage or 
picked up at the Alumni 
House.
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Gold Torch Society offers chance
for alumni mentoring, networking 
BY KIM TOMJACK
Antelope Staff

 Junior Criss Salinas 
has been named Outstand-
ing Young Latino Leader of 
Nebraska. 

The award, sponsored 
through Omaha Spanish 
newspapers, is given to Lati-
nos; one high school student, 
one college student and one 
professional. 

The student recipients 
must be pursuing higher edu-
cation while being a leader 
and performing community 
service. 

Salinas was anonymous-
ly nominated by someone 
who knows him.

Salinas, a Spanish 
Language major with an 

emphasis in ESL, is best rec-
ognized as the reigning UNK 
Homecoming king. He has 
also garnered an 
extensive range 
of activities and 
involvement 
during his time 
at UNK. His 
many leadership 
positions include 
Recruitment and 
Public Relations 
Chair for his 
fraternity, Sigma 
Lambda Beta 
International 
Fraternity, Inc. 
and working 
as a Student 
Diplomat for 
the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions. He currently 

serves as director of student 
organizations for student 
government, works at the 

welcome desk 
in the student 
union and is a 
Chancellor’s 
Ambassador. 

Salinas 
has also had 
a variety of 
service oppor-
tunities, both 
on campus 
and in the 
community. 
He served as 
an academic 
mentor for 
Student Sup-
port Services, 

is an active member of the 
Office of Multicultural Af-

fairs and a teacher aid at 
Bryant Elementary. 

An avid dancer, Salinas 
has become known for his 
penchant for dancing. He is 
planning to minor in dance 
and is never shy about shar-
ing his abilities with others. 
Besides being a dancer and 
choreographer for the UNK 
dance program, he also 
spends his time teaching 
dance to children through the 
Arc of Buffalo County. 

Salinas hopes that he can 
continue to make a positive 
impact on those people he in-
teracts with everyday. “I see 
myself making a difference 
in my daily life, through my 
personality and what I do 
here at UNK,” Salinas said.

Junior Criss Salinas chosen for Nebraska latino leadership award
BY KRISTEN BROCKMAN
Antelope Staff

Photo by  Kristen Brockman
Criss Salinas, a junior Spanish Language major from Schuyler, Neb. is 
pictured with his award for Outstanding Latino Leader of Nebraska.

I see myself making 
a difference in my 
daily life, through 
my personality and 
what I do here at 
UNK.

Criss Salinas
Junior
”

“

BY JOSH KAUFMAN
Antelope Staff

THE 
PRICE 

IS
RIGHT 

for 
Hodge

BY MICHAEL PENNETTA
Antelope Staff

Student Alumni Foundation – is taking applications 
for its annual Outstanding Senior Award. The award 
recognizes seniors for scholarship, leadership and 
involvement in campus activities. 

UNK Alumni House * 2222 9th Avenue * Kearney NE, 68845
www.unk.edu/alumni

Apply for the Outstanding Senior Award!

Application Deadline: March 7th, 5 pm
at the UNK Alumni House.

For more information,
contact the Alumni Office at 865-8474

*

*
Seniors!

”

This is a society 
where women 
can share with 
other women their 
successes.

Michelle Widger
Program Director

“

”
HOW TO APPLY

FOR UNK SCHOLARSHIPS

1. Go to the UNK homepage
2. Open WebEASI
3. Click on Financial Aid & Scholarships
4. Click on Annual & Endowed Scholarship
5. Log in with your Student ID & password
6. Complete the application & click Submit

Infographic by Josh Kaufman

There is just one universal application 
online, meaning only one application is 
needed to apply for all scholarships. 

Anne McKonkey
Student Employment and Scholarships

“

DO YOU WANT A

FUN PART-TIME JOB?

Add some excitement to your life, join

America’s largest DJ & Video Service.

We provide the equipment, music and

training. If you are friendly,
energetic and

own a vehicle, this well-paying job as a

mobile DJ or camera opera
tor is for you.

301 Central Ave., Kearney

APPLY ONLINE - SINING BONUS

www.completemusic1.com
(308)237-5247

The Gold Torch Society – a mentoring/networking organization for alumni and 
undergraduate women – will initiate 25 new members this year.  Those accepted 
will share a weekend on September 12-13 with top UNK Alumni women, 
including teachers, business owners, accountants, public relations directors, who 
will share their secrets for personal and professional success!  

UNK Alumni House * 2222 9th Avenue * Kearney NE, 68845
www.unk.edu/alumni

Apply for The Gold Torch Society TODAY!

Application Deadline: March 7th, 5 pm
at the UNK Alumni House.

For more information contact the 
Alumni Of�ce at 865-8474

* *

UNK students should check 
into scholarship opportunities
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Peking from page 1

was amazing and the tal-
ent that they showed was…
wow! I especially liked the 
part where all the acrobats 
got onto one bike and man-
aged to keep their balance,” 
said Rathman. 

The bike act was not the 
only act that showed how 
incredible the acrobats were. 
The night began with an 
act that featured the women 
acrobats along with the lit-
tlest acrobat, a young girl 
who was as agile as a piece 
of putty and as strong as an 
ox. The women acrobats ap-
peared on the stage spinning 
four plates on top of long 
sticks in each hand. 

Then, the young girl 
acrobat appeared and per-
formed a very long routine 
of balancing on one arm 
while holding onto the top of 
a long pole, moving her body 
into positions that were un-
real. At one point, she circled 
her feet all the way around 

her body and then rested 
them on top of her head. 

The audience “oohed” 
and “ahhed” from their seats. 

The acrobats continued 
to show one amazing act af-
ter another. The acts ranged 
from climbing up tall poles 
and flipping off, to spinning 
more than two dozen plates 
all at once during the “The 
Happy Chefs” act. They 
also balanced a huge tray 
of stacked wine glasses and 
candles on one acrobat’s 
forehead as she climbed lad-
ders. 

The entire time, the 
audience was captivated by 
the show and showed their 
amazement and excitement 
through their cheering. 

The audience was not 
only filled with the usual 
UNK student crowd, but sev-
eral people from the Kearney 
community decided to get in 
on the action as well. 

Mandi Miller, a sopho-

more from Hartington, Neb., 
said, “It’s amazing that so 
many people showed up. 
It’s great to see the Kearney 
community’s support for 
events like this.” 

The Peking Acrobats 
also brought their Asian cul-
ture to the audience through 
the music, costumes and acts 
throughout the night. The 
traditional dragons, fans and 
costumes really brought out 
the Chinese culture that the 
Peking Acrobats intended to 
create. 

Amber Kirkover, a 
sophomore from Shelton, 
Neb., said, “Not only was 
this entertaining, but it re-
ally opens our eyes to other 
cultures.” 

The sheer astonishment 
of the night was one that 
made people speechless, 
including Sage. 

“It’s indescribable. You 
just had to be here. It’s be-
yond words.”

There’s something about 
a newspaper that no other 
form of medium can touch. 
It might be the feel of the 
pages between the fingers, 
the layers of paper holding 
countless thoughts and opin-
ions from around the world. 
Or maybe it’s the smell of 
fresh ink over a cup of coffee 

on a blustery winter day. 
Whatever draws a person 

to a newspaper, the Col-
legiate Readership Program 
will provide that paper. 

The Readership Program 
spans across 425 colleges 
and universities including 
the Lincoln and Omaha 
campuses. The papers are 
delivered daily as part of a 
pilot program initiated by the 
student body government to 
keep students engaged in real 

world events. 
So what are students 

saying about this program? 
Stacy Jons, a junior from 
Axtell majoring in Radiol-
ogy said, “This is a great 
idea. I think it will expose 
students to a world outside 
of their own instead of just 
Kearney.”  

Carl Corder, a junior 
from Kearney majoring in 
math and physics said, “I 
don’t think that I’ll use it, but 

I would pay just so others 
could enjoy it.”

The program will be 
funded from student fees and 
will be voted on in the first 
week of March. 

Student body president, 
Amber Lewis said, “The 
price range will run between 
two and five dollars de-
pending on the use. We are 
conscious of the amount that 
this will cost, and we don’t 
want to discourage students 

through price.”
Junior, Julieta Baptista, 

from Angola Africa, and 
marketing and nursing major 
said the program should 
succeed, “If it’s accessible 
and cheap students will take 
advantage of it.”

The USA TODAY Com-
pany uses its paper to pro-
mote the program and will 
stay as part of the selection, 
but doesn’t limit the current 
choices to the New York 

Times, Omaha World Herald 
and the Kearney Hub. 

In the last week of 
February, a survey will be 
administered to evaluate 
what newspapers to provide 
before it is voted on in the 
first week of March. 

If you have any ques-
tions or comments regarding 
the Collegiate Readership 
Program, send an e-mail to 
unkspeaker@unk.edu or call 
(308) 865-8395.  

BY DANIEL APOLIUS
Antelope Staff

Collegiate Readership Program in pilot run

Frontier hires marketing 
intern for Kearney office

Kearney, NE, Dec. 19, 
2007-- UNK Senior Sonya 
Lange began this week 
as a Marketing Intern for 
Frontier Communications, 
Central Region.  She will 
work jointly with the Cen-
tral Region Marketing Team 
and the Midwest Operations 
Team as a resource for the 
whole region.  Lange will fo-
cus on activities that benefit 
the communities we serve 
throughout the region and 
how we plan and execute our 
public relations and media 
activities.  She is based in 
Kearney, Neb.  

Lange is originally from 
Clarks, Neb., and attended 

high school in Fullerton.  
She plans to graduate in 
May 2008 with a bachelor’s 
degree in business adminis-
tration with an emphasis in 
marketing.  

Lange is also active on 
the UNK campus.  She is 
currently the Vice President 
of Programming for the 
American Marketing Asso-
ciation, which she has been 
a member for three years.  
While in this role, Lange has 
helped to increase the aware-
ness of the AMA.  She leads 
the organization and schedul-
ing of area business speakers 
for the purpose of sharing 
information about various 
marketing strategies used 
throughout the community.

“We look forward to So-

nya joining the Frontier team 
as she helps tell the Frontier 
story to new and existing 
customers,” said Chris Mc-
Corkendale, vice president of 
operations for Nebraska.

About Frontier
Frontier is part of 

Citizens Communications 
Company (NYSE: CZN), a 
full-service communications 
provider and one of the larg-
est local exchange telephone 
companies in the country. 
Frontier offers telephone, 
television and Internet 
services, as well as wire-
less data, bundled offerings, 
ESPN360 streaming video, 
residential security solutions 
and specialized bundles for 
small businesses and home 
offices. Additional informa-
tion about Frontier’s prod-
ucts and services is available 
at www.frontieronline.com. 
For more information about 
Citizens Communications, 
visit www.czn.net 

Right: A member of the Pe-
king Acrobats balances wine 
glasses, cups and candles on 
her forehead in the UNK Health 
and Sports center. Photo By Erik 
O’Brien
Far Right: The crowd gasps as 
the Peking Acrobats ride danger-
ously close to the edge of the 

stage in a final display for the 
show last. Photo By Hanbing 
Song
Below: Laughs erupt from the 
crowd as the Peking Acrobats 
are seemingly playing fetch. 
Photo By Hanbing Song

COURTESY
Frontier Communications
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	 Lady Lopers look to four returning first team all-state 
picks to fuel their 2008 season
	 The Loper softball team prepares to launch into their 
2008 season this weekend, rated second in the East Division, 
and fourth overall in the RMAC Preseason coach’s poll.
	 The Lopers cleaned-up in the preseason polls, earning 
both team and individual honors.   Senior Amanda Bell, 
from Ft. Collins, Colo., was the unanimous pick for 
Preseason Pitcher of the Year. 
	 Last spring, in her first season in blue and gold, Bell 
went 19-7 with a 2.39 ERA to earn RMAC Pitcher of the 
Year honors. She also fanned 157 batters and walked just 
33 while holding opponents to a .224 batting average
	 Also making an appearance in the preseason picks 
were senior catcher, Molly Langerak from Erie, Colo., and 
junior designated player Ashley Guyle from Mead. 
	 Langerak, a fellow transfer from Colby C.C. (Kans.), 
fueled the Lopers offensive last spring in several categories. 
Earning All-RMAC and All-South Central Region honors, 
she batted .406 with 12 homers and 54 RBI’s. 
	 Behind the plate, Langerak had a .993 fielding 
percentage and threw out seven runners. Guyle also proves 
to be a returning asset for the Lopers in 2008 after finishing 
the 2007 season batting .318 with seven homers and 25 
RBI’s. 
	 As a pitcher and right fielder, Guyle ranks ninth in 
school history in career home runs (17). Guyle rounded 
out ’07 with a 5.83 ERA making 18 appearances on the 
mound.
	 The Lopers return four Omaha World Herald Division II 
all-state first team picks from the 2007 season. Bell returns 
along side Langerak and Guyle, with senior outfielder, 
Skye Wakefield of Bellevue, to improve their 28-17 (22-13 
RMAC) record in 2008.
	 The Lopers hope that the preseason honored, pitcher 
catcher duo can make the 2007 magic continue into their 
2008 season.  
	 “Having the pitcher of the year and a pre-season all 
conference catcher and designated hitter can’t hurt a team. 
With these players leading the team and the players we 
have behind us, I think we can be a force to be reckoned 
with,” Guyle said.
	 The Lopers continue to set their goals high in 
conference play and expect to push the limits in ’08. “Our 
team’s goal is always to win the conference tournament 
but this year we are expecting to go further. We hope to 
host the conference tournament and be successful in the 
regional. We want to be the team everyone respects and is 
afraid to play,” Guyle said.
	 The Lady Lopers softball team is set to kick off their 
2008 season next weekend at the Holiday Inn Lady Buff 
Invitational in Amarillo, Texas.  

	 The Fast-Food Challenge 
is down to the semi-finals 
and only four  restaurants 
remain. Those still left 
are McDonald’s, Amigos, 
Wendy’s and Sonic. 
	 McDonald’s and 
Wendy’s breezed through 
their first round match-
ups while both Sonic and 
Amigos had to pull off 
upsets to make it this far. 
With only these four left 
standing, rankings don’t 
matter anymore as it comes 
down to the ability to satisfy 
the judges.
	 The judges again are 
Kyle Smith, a junior from 
Blair, Cody Lusero, a 
senior from Papillion, and  
Cole Archer, a senior from 
Kearney.
	 In the past, Smith has 
voted on the ability of a 
menu to offer him variety. 
Archer has consistently been 
inconsistent in his voting 
patterns. Nobody really cares 
what Lusero votes for, as 
long as he actually votes to 
break any ties.
	 The first semi-final 

matchup pits Wendy’s 
against America’s Drive-in, 
Sonic. After Smith had voted 
for both Sonic and Wendy’s 
and the variety of their 
menus, this was a test for the 
first judge. “Both menus give 
me a lot of options to choose 
from,” Smith said. “But 
Wendy’s is just cheaper. And 
greasier. And I like that.” 
	 Lusero also voted for 
Wendy’s. Lusero had little to 
say about why he voted the 
way he did. “Don’t worry 
about it. I voted for Wendy’s, 
that’s all you need to know,” 
Lusero said. With the third 
vote being obsolete and 
Wendy’s already the winner, 
Archer just followed suit and 
made it a clean sweep for 
Wendy’s. “All I have to say 
is that Wendy’s is taking to 
the endzone,” Archer said.
	 The last semi-final 
matched up McDonald’s 
against Amigos. McDonald’s 
brings in its formidable 
dollar menu while Amigos 
will rely on its local flavor. 
	 “Even though I love 
Amigos I have to vote for 
McDonald’s,” Smith said. 
“Those double cheeses and 
McChickens are just too 

good late at night.” 
	 With Smith voting 
for McDonald’s, Lusero 
rebounded with a vote for 
Amigos. “Amigos won an 
award once, I think it was for 
best food ever made,” Lusero 
said.
	 With the first two judges 
divided, Archer had the 
responsibility of deciding 
who would move on to the 
finals. 
	 “Double cheeseburgers 
from McDonald’s fit better 
in my pockets,” Archer 
said. “When I’m end-zone 
dancing and doing the Super 
Bowl Shuffle, I don’t want 
taco meat getting everywhere 

in my pants.”
	 Archer’s crucial vote 
sent Ronald and his boys 
past Amigos and in to the 
finals against Wendy’s. 
With only one showdown 
remaining, six have been 
sent packing as the last two 
are set to square off. Who 
will take home the proverbial 
crown? Will it be the creepy 
clown Ronald McDonald 
and the Hamburglar that get 
to celebrate total victory? 
Or will Wendy’s prevail 
again and take home the 
championship? Check back 
next week to find out who 
the winner of this completely 
pointless competition is.

BY GRIFFIFTH WATSON
Antelope Staff

Semi-finals provide drama, grease
McDonald’s wins nail-biter against Amigo’s to reach final round

	 Young children have big 
dreams. They dream of being 
an astronaut, a firefighter or 
a professional athlete. For a 
lot of UNK students, those 
childhood dreams are long 
lost fantasies. For one former 
UNK baseball player, these 
dreams are still very much 
alive and became a reality 
last summer.
	 After completing his 
eligibility for the UNK 
baseball team last spring, 
Cody Lusero, a senior 
BMIS and economics major 
from Papillion, played for 
the Lincoln Saltdogs of 
the American Association. 
One of the greatest seasons 
in UNK baseball history 
turned into a summer full of 
baseball for Lusero.
	 Lusero led the 2007 
Lopers to the team’s first 
ever RMAC Tournament 
Championship. He batted 
.440 with 13 home runs 

and 68 runs batted in, all 
team highs. He compiled 
numerous awards while 
playing second base this past 
season, including RMAC 
Player of the Year and All-
American honors.
	 Even though Lusero 
already had a summer 
internship, getting the chance 
to play professionally was an 
opportunity he couldn’t pass 
up. “It’s always been a goal 
of mine to play professional 
baseball,” Lusero said. “To 
have it be your job to show 
up at the yard every day, 
that’s pretty neat.” That 
opportunity came when the 
Lincoln Saltdogs offered him 
a roster spot for the 2007 
season. 
	 Upon  returning from 
California after playing 
for UNK in its first ever 
appearance in an NCAA 
Regional, Lusero barely 
had time to unpack his bags 
before heading to Lincoln. 
“It was a pretty quick 
turnaround from playing at 

the regional in Los Angeles 
to being in Lincoln,” Lusero 
said.
	 Although Lusero was a 
standout at UNK, he had to 
make several adjustments 
when he joined the Saltdogs 
last summer. “At Kearney 
I was always the older 
player, a leader showing the 
way for younger players,” 
Lusero said. “In Lincoln, 
I was the youngest on the 
team learning form the older 
veterans.”
	 While being a rookie 
without a starting role 
and a position to call his 
own, Lusero had to play 
several different roles for 
the Saltdogs in order to find 
time on the playing field. He 
spent time at second base, 
third base and in the outfield. 
“I didn’t really care where 
I played as long as I could 
get into the lineup. Playing 
anywhere on the field was 
fine with me,” Lusero said.
	 Even though he didn’t 
get on the field every day, 

Lusero said that playing for 
the Saltdogs was a great 
experience. “It was a great 
experience to be able to 
travel all summer and play 
baseball,” Lusero said. 
	 With his first 
professional season under 
his belt, Lusero is looking 
forward to joining the 
Saltdogs again this summer. 
“This summer I’d like to 
work my way into a starting 
position and make the all-
star game,” Lusero said.
	 After this summer, 
Lusero hopes to keep 
moving up in the ranks of 
professional baseball. 		
	 “Independent Leagues 
and the Lincoln Saltdogs 
are  good at moving young 
players on to organized 
baseball. Hopefully this is a 
step for me on my way up,” 
Lusero said. 
	 Lusero and the Saltdogs 
will kick off their season 
with a trip to Pensacola, 
Florida for their first game 
on May 8.

BY VICKI ALTHAGE
Antelope Staff

Lopers look 
to bring 
high heat

Ex-Loper spends summer in Lincoln
Former baseball star takes first step towards achieving life-long dream
BY GRIFFITH WATSON
Antelope Staff

Courtesy Photos
Top: Former Loper second basemen, Cody Lusero, snags a ground 
ball at Haymarket Park during the 2006 season. Now Lusero spends 
his summers in Haymarket Park fielding balls in a Lincoln Saltdogs 
jersey.
Bottom left: Lusero helped lead the Lopers last year to 21-15 
record in RMAC play and their first ever conference tournament 
championship. The Lopers also qualified for their first ever NCAA 
regional tournament.
Bottom right: Lusero earned several honors in his last year as a 
Loper. He was named RMAC Player of the Year and also received 
All-American honors.
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– Earn up to $ –

	 After being projected 
to win the RMAC in the 
pre-season polls and after 
reaching 20 wins in the 
regular season for the 
fifteenth time in school 
history, what more could 
the women’s team add 
to their already stellar 
season?  How about the 
fact that three members 
of the UNK Women’s 
Basketball team have hit the 
1,000 point mark in their 
careers, an unprecedented 
accomplishment.
	 Seniors Amy Mathis and 
Melissa Hinkley, and junior 
Jade Meads have all played 
huge roles in the success of 
the Lopers this year.
	 “The 1,000 point thing 
didn’t even cross my mind 
until Jade did it,” Mathis 
said. 
	 “It’s an honor 
individually to do something 
like this, but it means more 
now that we get to share the 
experience with each other.”
Mathis, a Millard North 
graduate out of Omaha, 
averages 18.1 points a game, 
and leads the RMAC in 
scoring and in three point 
shooting percentage. This 
forward also leads the 
conference in free-throw 
percentage, and is fourth 
in rebounds. She has been 
named player of the week 
in the eastern division of 
the RMAC three times, and 
was announced all-academic 

player of the year. 
	 Hinkley, a Lincoln East 
graduate from Lincoln, also 
playing forward, averages 
11.3 points a game and 
is fifth in the conference 
in steals and offensive 
rebounds. Hinkley was 
named player of the week 
Dec. 3, 2007.
	 “I don’t even really care 
about the awards. Most of 
the time I don’t even know 
until someone comes up and 
congratulates me,” Hinkley 
said. “As long as we’re 
winning, I’m happy.”
	 Meads is the rarity of 
these three. While the other 
two are competing in their 
final season, Meads is only 
a junior. A graduate of Elm 
Creek High School, from 

Elm Creek, this guard is 
averaging 15.1 points a 
game. She ranks eighth in 
scoring and fourteenth in 
offensive rebounds. Meads 
was named player of the 
week for the week of Dec. 
31, 2007.
	 “Even though I’m only a 
junior, I try to be one of the 
go-to people when it comes 
to leadership responsibility. 
Our seniors do a great job of 
leading us, but I try to be a 
leader too,” Meads said.
	 Although these three 
women have accomplished 
a great feat, it is nothing 
compared to what lies ahead 
of them. 
	 “I am just trying to finish 
this season playing with 
more intensity,” Mathis said.

	 “I’m staying in the gym 
after practice quite a bit 
perfecting my shot. By this 
time in the season, everyone 
knows that I drive, so I’ve 
really been working on my 
shot,” Meads said.
	 Hinkley is not changing 
her game much to prepare 
for the final stretch of the 
Lopers season, but she 
does remind herself and her 
teammates every game that 
this season their goal is to 
“bring it home.” 
	 The Lopers play again 
Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. against 
Regis. They also play 
Feb. 23 against University 
of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs at 2 p.m. The 
first round of the RMAC 
tournament begins March 1.

	 With the indoor season 
coming to the close, the men 
and women’s track and field 
team has seen its fair share 
of successes.
	 The track team has had 
11 meets so far this year, and 
has many qualifiers for the 
NCAA Division II Indoor 
Championships.
	 “The team has been 
doing well this season, and 
we are a more well rounded 
team this year than we were 
in the past,” Seth Yount said.
	 Yount is a senior from 
Fremont, Neb., participates 
in long jump, triple jump, 
and high jump for the UNK 
Lopers.
	 The team has had several 
qualifiers for the Division 
II Championships. The men 
were picked third and the 
women forth in the RMAC 
preseason poll.
	 The Lopers won 13 
events in the first indoor 
meet, and that sprinted them 
in the right direction for the 
rest of the season.
	 Senior Ross Fellows, 
from Kearney, lead the 
Lopers at Ward Haylett 
Invite in early January, 
then the team had ten event 
wins at their first home 
invite, setting the stage 

for the RMAC Indoor 
Championships.
	 “With the team winning 
at least ten events or more 
in the last two indoor 
meets, it just means that 
the team will be entering 
the RMAC Championships 
will high hopes and ready to 
compete,” Yount said.
	 The men’s team was 
recently ranked No. 15 in the 
National Power Rankings 
with the women’s team 
ranked at No. 20.
	 The Lopers won ten 
events and qualified more 
athletes at the Chadron State 
Invite on Feb. 9, 2008. They 
also won 13 events in their 
last home meet of the year, 
which was held in Cushing 
on Feb. 15, 2008.
 	 The Lopers have high 
hopes going into the RMAC 
Indoor Championships, held 
in Cushing Feb. 29 and 30.
	 “We hope to qualify 
more of our runners, jumpers 
and throwers for the Division 
II Championships. We are 
on a roll now and just want 
to keep the momentum up 
for the last meet before the 
RMAC Championships,” 
Yount said.
	 The Lopers have one 
more meet, the Prairie Wolf 
Invite Feb. 22,  then the 
RMAC Championships at 
home.  

	 Junior Spencer Huff had 
a big leap and the Nebraska-
Kearney track and field team 
won 13 events (seven men, 

six women) Friday night at 
the UNK All-Comer meet in 
Cushing Coliseum.
	 The non-team scoring 
event included Chadron 
State, Fort Hays Sate, 
Friends U. (Kans.), Bethany 
College (Kans.), Sterling 
College (Kans.), Tabor 
College (Kans.) and Pratt 
C.C. (Kans.).
	 Huff (York) had the 
highlight of the night as he 
went 24-2.25 to win the long 
jump. Already an automatic 
qualifier for the NCAA 
Championships thanks to a 
23-11.75 back in December, 
Huff’s leap is the second best 

in  school history and should 
place him in the top three 
nationally.
	 Kurt Christiansen holds 
the UNK mark as he went 
24-6 back in 1974.
	 Also in this event, senior 
Ross Fellows went 23-4.50 to 
provisionally qualify for the 
NCAA’s. Already this year, 
Fellows has provisionally 
qualified in the triple jump. 
He won that event tonight 
with a solid leap of 48-4.
	 Adding their names to 
the NCAA list were Alliance 
senior Andy Brown in the 
pole vault (15-5.50) and 
Shelton freshman Jake 

Wissing in the 200 meter 
dash (22.20). Brown placed 
first in his event with Wissing 
coming in second and being 
one of six Lopers to finish in 
the top 10.
	 Wissing also won the 55 
meter dash in a time of 6.46 
seconds.
	 On the women’s side, 
Kearney junior Kelli Dring 
and Palmer freshman Julie 
Davis had season-best efforts 
that should help them move 
up the national list.
	 Dring went 19-0 to win 
the long jump while Davis 
placed second in the shot 
put with a toss of 45-3.50. 

Davis also won the weight 
throw (50-8.25) with Dring 
winning the 55 hurdles (8.51) 
and running on the 4 x 400 
relay team that placed third.
	 Also for the UNK 
women, seniors Michelle 
Dill (5:12.49) and Jacquelyn 
Dibbern went 1-2 in the mile, 
junior Kaci Lickteig won at 
3,000 meters (10:39.31), 
senior Shayna Fruit won 
the high jump (5-3) and 
freshman Jessie Golden was 
a very close second (8.52) to 
Dring in the hurdles.
	 Back on the men’s side, 
York senior Darrel Branz 
helped the 4 x 400 relay 

team (3:28.34) win while 
also placing second in the 55 
hurdles in a season-best time 
of 7.78 seconds.
	 Finally, Kansas 
sophomore Brandon Karlin 
won the weight throw (58-
4.50) and Ogallala freshman 
Tanner Fruit was victorious 
in the mile (4:35.22).
	 UNK finishes up the 
regular season next weekend 
at the Prairie Wolf Invite in 
Lincoln.

BY PETER YAZVAC
Guest Writer

HUFF

BY SCOTT LEVY
Antelope Staff

Track team looks 
to put the finishing 
touches on a very 
successful season

BY AMANDA BELL
Antelope Staff

Photos courtesy of Garrett Ritonya and Peter Yazvac                         Graphic by Eric Korth
The 2007-2008 women’s basketball season has been one of much excitement. Three Lopers, Jade 
Meads (left), Melissa Hinkley (center) and Amy Mathis (right), made their way into UNK history by 
reaching the 1,000 career point milestone. 

Memorable season for Loper trio
Hinkley, Mathis and Meads all reach 1,000 point mark this year

Lopers win 13 events at UNK All-Comer meet
Junior Spencer Huff leaps out of the building and into the UNK record books

Join the cause to fight breast cancer by wearing pink 
to Thursday night’s women’s basketball game against 
Regis University.

Admission is free to all fans wearing pink to the 
game. Each fan wearing pink will also receive a 
commemorative “Think Pink” pin and a free bag of 
popcorn courtesy of Runza.

Through the “Think Pink” program, university athletic 
teams have helped raise more than $250,000 for the 
Komen Foundation.

Thursday, Feb. 21
6:00 p.m.

Health and Sports Center
Admission is free to those in pink 
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Black History Month is 
in full swing and so are the 
activities at the Frank House.

In celebration of Black 
History Month, the Frank 
House has been hosting 
Frank Talks discussing the 
role of Eliza Anne Galloway 
and the Frank men– leaders 
of the abolitionist movement. 

The discussions have 
been led by Sarah Jones, the 
programming coordinator for 
The Frank House. 

Jones said the history of 
the Frank’s involvement in 
the abolitionist movement 
goes back to Warsaw, New 
York, where an anti-slavery 
society was formed early in 
1833. At the time, no com-
munity in the United States, 
not even Boston, had formed 
an abolitionist organization.

The Liberty Party, the 
first political party in the 
United States, called for the 
abolition of slavery and was 
the first U.S. party to have 
African-Americans on its 

executive board.
Dr. Augustus Frank was 

a member of the Anti-Slav-
ery Society of New York and 
the American Anti-Slavery 
Society. He donated money 
to the American Anti-Slavery 
Society as early as the 1830s 
and served as a “station-
master” on the Underground 
Railroad. 

In 1865, Frank helped 
introduce the 13th Amend-
ment to the Constitution, 
abolishing slavery in the 
United States, and also 

served as its floor man-
ager. The New York Tribune 
credited Frank and an Ohio 
congressman for the success 
of its passage, which had 
been doubtful. 

Jones said that it was 
Frank’s last public act as a 
Congressman. 

Eliza Anne Galloway 
was also an important 
member of the Frank House. 
Galloway arrived in Kearney 
in the late 1880s by train. 
Originally, Galloway was 
heading for California, but 

fearful after hearing of rock 
slides on the tracks past 
Kearney, she decided to not 
go any farther.

Galloway was a freed 
slave turned caterer in Kear-
ney. Jones said that Gallo-
way was a cook in the Frank 
House. 

Besides the history les-
son, visitors were also able 
to take a free tour of the 
house. The Frank House is 
open every Saturday during 
the school year and is free to 
the public. 

“The house is an inspi-
ration for a lot of different 
classes,” Jones said. 

BY HILLARY KRUGER
Antelope Staff

Thinking about going 
out for some bacon and 
eggs? How about some 
pancakes or french toast? 
Well, if variety is what 
you’re looking for, Kearney 
definitely falls short in the 
breakfast restaurant category.

Perkins restaurant on 
Second Avenue in Kearney is 
the only big franchise restau-
rant that serves breakfast all 
day. This means waiting in 
line for 30-45 minutes to eat, 
unless you are a night owl 
and go in at 2 a.m. 

If you don’t like the way 
Perkins scrambles their eggs 
or brews their coffee, too 
bad. Locally owned and vir-
tually unknown Tex’s Café 
in downtown Kearney is the 
only place that resembles 
competition for Perkins. 

Hopefully, this limited 
selection will end soon and 
Kearney city administra-
tors will work on bringing a 
Denny’s, Country Kitchen or 
IHOP to Kearney.

Freshman business 
major, Gordon Collins from 
Pierce, says the lack of op-
tions other than Perkins is 
depressing. He also has yet 
to try Tex’s Café. 

“When I go to Lincoln, I 
love going to get the pancake 
special at IHOP,” Collins 
said. 

“Yeah, sure, Perkins is 
an all right option to have, 
especially late at night or 
early morning hours with 
some friends. But as a Sun-
day morning breakfast spot, 
it’s a terrible wait for aver-
age food.”

Many students hit Per-
kins up for various reasons. 
It could be an early morning 
stop after the bars for some, 
or a quiet place to study and 
drink a cup of coffee for 
others. 

The issue of concern 
for many is that Perkins has 
an inadequate menu selec-
tion. Junior Robbie James of 
Plattsmouth isn’t a big fan 
of Perkins but will eat there 
because of the obvious lack 
of options. 

“I’ll go there and get 
that Tremendous Twelve 
you know, but more times 
than not I have walked away 
from Perkins saying, ‘that 
food was incredibly bland,’” 
James said.

Tex’s Café is located 
downtown on the bricks in 
Kearney, just east of Cop-
perfield’s bar. It has slowly 
gained a favorable reputa-

tion among UNK students 
because of its wonderful 
homemade recipes and low-
key setting.

Tex’s is open every day 
of the week except Sundays. 
It features excellent service 
in the old-fashioned café 
setting. Will O’Roberts, a 
sophomore physical educa-
tion major from Norman, 
Okla., prefers Tex’s over 
Perkins. 

“The best part about 
Tex’s is the service. They 
are incredibly friendly. For 
example, when I was there 
cramming for a final test 
last semester, the lady just 
brought over the whole pot 
of coffee for me. Perkins has 
never done that, at least not 
for me,” O’Roberts said.

Perkins does have some 
good food, and it is nice to 
have the restaurant here– we 
could have nothing at all. 

But it is time to add 
some competition here 
in Kearney. That way, if 
the line is bad on Sunday 
morning at Perkins, you and 
friends or family can drive 
over to Denny’s. 

This is a move that is 
long overdue in Kearney and 
needs to happen soon since 
the community continues to 
grow.  

BY JARED HOFF
Antelope Staff

Want breakfast or brunch?
Kearney has Perkins, Tex’s Cafe, but few others

Photo by Mark Hayden
Oscar Arias, sophomore 
architecture student from 
Kearney. “I usually grab a 
Pop-Tart or a bowl of cereal 
before I head out the door.”                               

Photo by Mark Hayden
Carter Blauvelt, senior history 
major from Scottsbluff. “I 
hardly ever eat breakfast.”                              

Photo by Mark Hayden
Matt Cass, sophomore politi-
cal science major from Teka-
mah. “I had a pop and some 
chips for breakfast today.”                              

Photo by Mark Hayden
Bryan Lasley. sophomore 
teacher education major from 
Ravenna. “Breakfast just 
isn’t for me.”                                 

Photo by Mark Hayden
Joelle Thompson. senior 
history major from Kearney. 
“I like a granola bar and a 
glass of orange juice.”                                        

What do   YOU
eat for breakfast?

Health experts have 
been saying for years that 
breakfast is the most impor-
tant meal of the day. Are you 
robbing yourself of the nu-
trients that your body needs 
after a long nights rest? 
Breakfast helps kick start 
your metabolism and helps 
you stay focused throughout 
the day.

Try eating a few scram-
bled eggs; they are easy to 
make and high in protein. A 
little fruit doesn’t hurt either. 
It is a great source of energy. 
Even if it is a quick bowl of 
cereal or a granola bar, your 
body will like you a lot more 
and you might even find your-
self not slacking as much in 
that dreaded calculus class.

History flows through Frank House walls
Frank family, Galloway play early roles in the abolitionist movement from 1883

Photos by Sarah Ahlers
Top Photos: According to Victo-
rian era standards, there were 
42 rooms in the house, includ-
ing approximately 20 closets. 
The construction budget was 
between $35,000 and $40,000 
to build.
Below: The Frank House origi-
nally had 10 fireplaces: five on 
the first floor, four on the second 
floor and one on the third floor. 
Six of the fireplaces are still in-
tact. The house was also heated 
with steam radiators.
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Step-together-step-long 
step.

This basic two-step may 
not seem like much, but in 
Brandon Bentiz’s PE 110 
Country Dancing class, stu-
dents are learning more than 
just dance steps.

“It teaches appropriate 
social behavior with others,” 
Benitz said.

Benitz is the assistant 
to the Dean of Student Life, 
and a first-time Country 
Dancing professor.

He has been dancing 
since high school, and used 
to barter his DJ services in 
high school and college for 
dance lessons.

“I’m excited to teach 
the course,” Benitz said. 
“I’ve always taught a couple 
people at a time, never a big 
group.”

His students range in 
experience from those who 
grew up with the style to 
those who have never had a 
lesson in their life.

Benitz’s curriculum for 
the course includes teach-
ing students the waltz and 
two-step—complete with 

spins and turns—basic swing 
moves and even a basic side-
arm flip.

“The flip won’t be part 
of the final,” Benitz said.

He says his students 
have mastered the waltz and 
the two-step and are working 
on putting in swing moves 
such as the pretzel and even-
tually the side-arm flip.

For the remainder of the 
eight-week course, students 
will be polishing their swing 
moves, learning some two-
step modifications and pre-
paring for their final exam.

All this activity can 
sometimes draw a crowd.

“The music draws 
people in and they want to 
see what’s going on,” Benitz 
said.

From admissions tours 
to faculty, staff and students 
passing by, almost everyone 
wants to sneak a peek at this 
fun and energetic class.

“It’s a great way to earn 
a half-hour of credit,” Benitz 
said.

“Students get a work out 
and enjoy a great, fun activ-
ity.”

 

BY SHELLY FOX
Antelope Staff

UNK students get in the ‘swing’ of things
Students taking country dancing class two-step their way to social decorum

Photo by Sarah Ahlers
Peter Spirk practices his dance moves with his parnter. 

Photo by Sarah Ahlers
Jason Hoelting and Amanda Engler review their country dance steps.

Many students from 
the UNK campus are either 
thinking about, or starting 
the process of applying to 
study abroad.  Some will 
study for a requirement in 
their area of study and others 
seek to broaden their hori-
zons.

With the world becom-
ing more internationally 
minded, many professors 
on campus are urging their 
students to study abroad 
and some are even leading 
trips themselves.  According 
to the UNK study abroad 
website, studying abroad can 
be a “defining element” in a 
student’s future career. 

Not only is studying 
abroad good for your re-
sume, the Web site also talks 

about how traveling overseas 
will teach one about them-
selves, help a student gain 
confidence and give perspec-
tive on the world.

“Studying abroad not 
only helped me in my learn-
ing Spanish,” said junior 

Natalie Smith, “it also helped 
me become more indepen-
dent and learn to relate with 
people from another 
culture.”

Though there are 
quite a few students who 
decide to study on an in-
ternational campus, there 
are still several people 
who do not even bother 
looking into it.  Some 
believe that it will be too 
expensive or that the pro-
cess would be too long to 
even bother.  The fact is 
that it really can be very 
affordable and easy.

To find out more 
about the programs that 
are offered through UNK, 
contact Ann Marie Harr 
at Welch Hall room 104.  
Her e-mail address is har-
ram@unk.edu or call her 
at 865-8944.  Also, the 

website for UNK’s study-
ing abroad program offers a 
lot of information including 

how to get set-up in a pro-
gram and scholarships that 
students can apply for. You 

can find it at www.unk.edu/
international/studyabroad.

BY RACHEAL SMTH
Antelope Staff

[Studying abroad] 
also helped me 
become more 
independent and 
learn to relate 
with people from 
another culture.

Natalie Smith
Junior
”

“

Studying abroad offers great opportunity for independence, 
defining element for students seeking international awareness

The local production of 
The Vagina Monologues by 
Eve Ensler, was performed at 
the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney on Sunday and 
Monday, Feb. 17 and 18, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Ponderosa 
room at the Union.

Amber Hruby was 
performing for her third year 
in a row. Hruby said the all 
women cast has been meet-
ing over the past month and 
practicing for the show. “It’s 
a really positive thing,” Hru-
by said. “It’s all about being 
proud of being a woman.”

The performance cov-
ered topics such as periods, 
good and bad things that 
happen in a woman’s life and 
how to make light of degrad-
ing words.

The performance ben-
efited the Kearney S.A.F.E. 
Center, which helps protect 
girls and women against 
violence, and is a part of the 

global V-day campaign for 
raising awareness of violent 
acts committed against wom-
en. V-day is an organization 
aimed primarily at stopping 
violence against women and 

girls. Through events like 
The Vagina Monologues, 
they strive to increase aware-
ness of violence and to help 
raise money for local pro-
grams that assist women.    

The Vagina Monologues
Local production benefits Kearney S.A.F.E Center
BY KIMBERLY TOMJACK
Antelope Staff

Photo by Becci Osborne
Group shot of the cast. Back: Annie Weaver, Amber Hruby, Melissa McMinn, Kristin Nielsen and Valerie 
Novak. Front: Cristianne Palmer, Demaris Grant, Amber Lewis and Brooke McGee.

Photo by Becci Osborne
Melissa McMinn and Cristianne Palmer give their monologue, “My 
Vagina was my Village.”

Photo by Becci Osborne
Annie Weaver, during her monologue, “The Woman Who Loved to Make Vaginas Happy,” does an impres-
sion of the “triple orgasm moan.”



As the new year begins, 
with just one hour of your 
time per week, you could 
become a positive role model 
and make a difference in 
every aspect of a child’s life, 
by volunteering.

The Friends Program, 
sponsored by the Kearney 
Jubilee Center, provides the 
opportunity for volunteers 
known as Big Friends to help 
their Little Friends experi-
ence and develop healthy 
relationships.  

UNK volunteers like 
Kristen Jensen do make 
a difference through the 
Friends mentoring program 
for local elementary stu-
dents.  

Jensen, a 21-year-old 
junior at UNK, started in the 
Friends Program when she 
was a freshman. The pro-
gram matches a volunteer 
and a child for mentoring. 
The volunteers are mainly 
UNK students and adults in 
the community. 

During her three years in 
the program, Jensen has been 
paired with O’Meara as a 
Little Friend for two years. 

As a Big Friend, Jensen, 
and her Little Friend, Briana 
O’Meara like to work on 
activities such as scrapbook-
ing.	

O’Meara is 9 years old 
and currently attends Central 
Elementary. 

O’Meara said she really 
enjoys meeting with Jensen. 
Her favorite thing to with 
her Big Friend is to go for 
spaghetti.

Friends Program Coor-
dinator April Roggasch said, 
“I’m very passionate about 
helping the kids succeed 
in life, and I think that our 
program helps those Little 
Friends have that opportu-
nity to succeed.”

 The Friends Program 
has documented research of 
the children’s improvement 
in school, as well as positive 
changes in their behavior 
after participation with their 
mentor.

“I’ve even had some 

parents tell me that the Big 
Friend has been the great-
est influence on their child’s 
life,” Roggasch said.

Roggasch matches Big 
Friends with their Little 
Friends based on the ap-
plications filled out by both 
the volunteer and the child’s 
parent indicating similar 
interests and hobbies.

“We also get information 
from the school counselors 
regarding some of the issues 
with the kids, so that kind of 
helps us determine who is 
higher priority, too,” Rog-
gasch said. 

Before a volunteer is 
assigned a Little Friend, a 
three-step background check 
is done. A combination of 
professional references, a 
state background check and 
sex offender registry screen-
ing are used to assess the 
volunteer’s character.  

Although 84 kids are 
currently being mentored in 
the program, there are still 
36 boys, from kindergarten 
through fifth grade, who are 
on the waiting list. 

Cari Adams, a freshman 
finance major from Elwood, 
encourages others to get 
involved.

“There is a great need in 
the area. It does make you 
feel good when you know 
that you’re helping someone. 
I think a lot of people think 
that it takes a lot of time and 
that they won’t have time for 
it, but it’s only one hour a 
week,” Adams said.

Adams has been volun-
teering in the program for 
the last four months and was 
matched with Britney Zim-
merman, a third grader at 
Northeast Elementary.

The Friends Program has 
a partnership with both the 
YMCA and the Children’s 
Museum and encourages 
cost-free activities. The Big 
Apple Fun Center also offers 
a buy one get one admission 
for bowling. Some of the 
Friends choose to do “free” 
outdoor activities or things 
like board games. 	

Adams said she and her 
Little Friend have fun bowl-
ing and going to the park. 

Adams said the most 
rewarding part about the pro-
gram is the moment she goes 
to pick up her Little Friend. 
“She just gets so excited and 
runs up to me, so that’s re-
ally nice.”

 For information on how 
to get involved in the Friends 
Program contact April Rog-
gasch at friendsprogram@
msn.com or call (308)-236-
2036.
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BY DEBBIE EPPING
Antelope Staff

This Valentine’s Day, 
the Student Alumni Foun-
dation partnered with the 
Friends Program for the 
annual Friends Valentine’s 
Day party. The party was for 
those in the Kearney com-
munity who are a part of the 
friends program. Around 100 
senior friends and their little 
friends were invited to attend 
the party.  

The party, which was 
held in the California room 
of the Alumni House, was 
packed full of fun and excit-
ing activities: making val-
entines, decorating cookies, 
racing hot wheels on a track 
made specially for the event, 
playing bingo and doing 
puzzles.

The Student Alumni 
Foundation programs are de-
signed to promote interaction 
between students, faculty, 
alumni and the community. 

The Friends Valentine’s 
Day Party began in 2001. 
Michelle Widger, assistant 
director of the alumni as-
sociation, said, “The Valen-
tine’s Day party is part of the 
outreach to the community 
that we try to accomplish 
within the Student Alumni 
Foundation.”

The Student Alumni 
Foundation (SAF) was es-
tablished in 1981 as a liaison 
between UNK students and 
the Alumni Association. 

“What we do is we offer 
networking between UNK 
alumni and current students 
and help students learn more 
about the Kearney commu-
nity,” Widger said. 

SAF meets once a month 
on Sundays at 6 p.m. for a 
meeting and a meal. The 
foundation is very busy with 
projects like Survival Kits, 
Outstanding Senior Award, 
Operation Graduation, Se-
nior Appreciate Program and 
others. 

The survival kits are de-
livered twice a year to fresh-
men students. SAF typically 
delivers around 60 kits in the 
fall semester. 

Students who would like 
to apply to become a mem-
ber of SAF can go online and 
complete the application at 
www.unk.edu/alumni.edu, 
email a member of SAF by 
seeing the Facebook group 
or email or call Michelle 
Widger at mwidger@nu-
foundation.org or 308-865-

8126. 
Widger said, “I think that 

when students hear about 
the Student Alumni Founda-
tion they think that it is only 
for alumni and it isn’t. We 
have 33,000 alumni in our 
database located in places 
all over the world. SAF is 
intended to provide current 
students with networking and 
contact with those alumni.”

BY LISA BECKER
Antelope Staff

Student Alumni Foundation spreads the love

If you have walked into 
Antelope Hall over the last 
few weeks, chances are you 
have seen signs telling ev-
eryone about a new security 
camera being installed on 
Feb. 22, 2008. Naturally, 
many people have questions 
about the security cameras.

Rick Larsen, director of 
Residential and Greek Life, 
said eight security cameras 
in Antelope Hall and 10 se-
curity cameras in Nester Hall 
will be installed. The secu-
rity cameras are important in 
maintaining the security and 
safety of Antelope Hall and 
Nester Hall residents. There 
is a concern with Nester 
Hall North and South facing 
off-campus that surveillance 
of the building entrances and 
exits is necessary to keep 
students safe and secure on 
campus.

“Our concern is the 
safety and security of 
students. Anyone behav-
ing inappropriately will be 
removed because of policy,” 
Larsen said.

The cameras will be 
placed at the entrances and 
exits of Antelope Hall and 
Nester Hall. After the cam-
eras are working there will 
be a sign notifying a camera 
is filming the area.

Larsen said that cam-
eras are digital and can store 
information for up to two 
weeks. In case of an emer-
gency, the date and time of 
the emergency can be en-

tered into a computer. There 
would be no need to fast 
forward a tape to look for the 
incident.

The cameras should 
also help the staff of Ante-
lope Hall know if students 
are locked out or in need of 
assistance. A monitor has 
been placed at the front desk 
of Antelope Hall. The hall 
director and other staff mem-
bers will be able to see what 
is happening on all of the 
security cameras from one 
monitor. Larsen thinks some 
students will like to see the 
security camera footage.

“I would think that the 
students would feel safe and 
secure seeing the monitor,” 
Larsen said.

The security cameras 
will not be placed any areas 
other than the entrances or 
exits of the building. There 
will be a camera placed near 
the tunnel connecting Nester 
North to Nester South.

Larsen said the secu-
rity camera system is being 
installed now because the 
buildings are new, so it is 
easier to install this kind of 
equipment. Another reason 
for installing the security 
cameras in Antelope Hall is 
the ability to fix any prob-
lems with the system before 
the system runs 28 cameras. 
Eventually, every residence 
hall on campus might have 
a security camera at the 
entrance.

“We want to be known 
for protecting our students,” 
Larsen said.

 

Beefing up security
BY ALISSA ROBERTS
Antelope Staff

Friends Forever: UNK student volunteers make 
a big difference in their Little Friends’ lives

Photo by Dana Helmick
Junior Kristen Jensen and her Little Friend Briana O’Meara, 9, play 
on the tire swing at Harmon Park on Nov. 28, 2007.

Frank House Photo Contest

Email correct option to: 
sullivankw@unk.edu by 3 p.m. on 
Friday.  The caption on the e-mail 
should be: ‘Contest.’ The winner 
wil receive an e-mail response by 
noon on Monday the following 
week. 
HURRY!  The first correct 
answer receives a prize! Prizes 
include a large Rand McNally 
Road Atlas (“Find your way in the 
USA!”) and Frank House postcards 
(“Postcards from the Midway City, 
Frankly!”).  Winner will have one 
week to pick up prize. 

Somewhere in the Frank House is...

O
PT

IO
N

S
: •Frank House 1 -- Harp 

from upstairs
•Frank House 2--Little chest 
from living room

•Frank House 3--Picture of a 
Geisha upstairs
•Frank House 4--Plate from 
inside living room

•Frank House 5--Picture of a 
vase inside living room
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