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The Ponderosa Room was full of Nep-
alese students eagerly waiting to welcome 
and honor their guest to an eventful night 
and raise money for Himanchal schools 
for teachers’ salaries and also to buy books 
and supplies.

Members of Nepalese Student Associ-
ation at Kearney (NESAK) went around to 
the tables to greet their supporters. These 
dedicated students, the Himanchal Educa-
tion Foundation and Kearney Rotary Club 
sponsored Nepal Awareness Night last Fri-
day.  

Donations of $7 or more were taken at 

the door, and envelopes were placed on the 
tables to add other donations.  

“The total amount collected in dona-
tions was $2,000,” said NESAK President, 
Sanjog Pathak.

Nepalese members were the hosts for 
the night, which began with the “American 
National Anthem,” followed by the “Ne-
pali National Anthem.”  The words of both 
anthems scrolled across the screen over a 
digital photo of the countries’ flags.  

Pathak, gave a speech about contribu-
tions Dr. Mahabir Pun not only made to 
his country of Nepal, but also here at UNK 
where Pun completed his bachelor’s de-

By Kelli Walters
Antelope Staff

United for Nepal

Organizations honor Pun, raise needed funds
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Photo by A. Sanam Bhaila
Current NESAK Board members: (Front) Grishma Ojha, Agrima Koiral and Sushrita Lamich-
hane (Back) Sacheet Shrestha, Krishna Gupta Rauniyar, Sanjog Pathak and Mandip Deuja 
put their hands together for "Namaskar," the traditional Nepalese way of greeting people. 

It is often said that the blank page 
is a writer’s worst enemy. For many col-
lege students, it’s the fear of submitting 
that first big essay. For fledgling writ-
ers or veterans of the craft, the Writing 
Center is a highly sought out refuge for 
around 1,000 writers who seek help 
each term.

The Writing Center currently em-
ploys 14 consultants who provide their 
knowledge and support to students seek-
ing help. “We work one on one with stu-
dents that bring in writing samples and 
provide them feedback on how they can 
improve their writing. They ask for our 
help with questions or concerns they 
might have, and we do our best to clear 
that up,” said consultant Collin Grimes, 
a junior political science major from 
Grand Island. 

Many students seek out the Writ-
ing Center’s help to improve not only 
their papers, but to advance themselves 
as writers. “We try to help students be-
come better writers, not just fix the little 
mistakes in their papers,” said consul-
tant Sada Hotovy, a senior history and 
English major from Lincoln.

Writing alone may seem like a 
daunting task for many students, but for 
these consultants it has become more 
of a passion. “I applied here because I 
have an interest in writing and thought 
I was a strong writer. I enjoy English, 
writing and composition. I didn’t real-
ize initially how rewarding it would 
be to work with people. I found out it 
was very enjoyable to have a hand in 
improving how well they do with their 
own personal writing,” Grimes said.  

Friend or Foe?
Writing Center 

consultants help 
students combat 

writing fears
By ashley leever

Antelope Staff
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Panel Discussion
undocumented immigration

The panelists will include representatives 
from Nebraska Appleseed, the Nebraska 
Advisory Group, the Connection Shelter 
and Crete Public Schools.

Tuesday, March 2, 6 p.m.
Ponderosa Room E, Nebraskan Student Union

Sponsors include: The Office of Multi-Cultural 
Affairs, the Department of Political Science, and 
the American Democracy Project 

This event will be free and open to the public. 
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gree. 
When Pun returned to Nepal, he succeeded in 

connecting wireless Internet in the computer labs 
he had also constructed in schools.  For these and 
other accomplishments Pun was awarded the Ra-
mon Magsaysay Award in 2007 for Community 
Leadership, just one of the many awards that he has 
received. 

Speakers Dr. Paul Welter, professor emeritus, 
and Dr. Ron Konecny, professor of management, 
told their personal stories they remembered about 
Pun.  

 “Mahabir Pun had a thirst for learning. His 
midterm paper for my class was 14 pages long,” 
Welter said.

The two mentioned numerous times how hon-
ored they were to have had known him.  “He was 
not only a student, but a friend,” Konecny said. 

Following the speeches, Sacheet and Group 
performed a Nepali song.

Students also performed the Traditional Nepali 
Dance to show some of their culture to the audi-
ence.  

A documentary honoring Pun made by mem-
bers of NESAK was shown just before dinner was 
served.

Nepal from page 1

She has traveled the world, learned new 
languages and found a passion for music 
all in one place. Tone’ Mendoza, a librarian 
and diversity specialist at the UNK library, 
was only 11 years old when she dropped 
out of school in order to work. After a day 
of labor, she would spend hours reading 
and learning anything she could at the local 
library in Kansas City, where she grew up.  
“Going to the library was like going to 
a supermarket and having anything you 
want for two weeks,” Mendoza said.  
The library soon became her new 
home and a place where dreamers 
like herself, found her calling in life.  

Q: What really interested you in be-
coming a librarian?
A: Well, I came from a family of 16 
kids. When I was 11 years old I dropped 
out of school to work. I spent all my ex-
tra time at the library in Kansas City. As 
I got older, my cousin, who never went 
to school a day in her life, took me to a 
high school and told the principal that I 
needed to be in school because I read too 
much. So I finished high school and then 
finished school at the University of Kan-

sas. I even went on and received my mas-
ter’s degree at Emporia State in Kansas.  

Q: That is amazing. What made li-
braries so special to you? 
A: The library was my home. I always felt 

I could go anywhere in the world. So I 
naturally gravitated towards that. I got the 
opportunity to go to Emporia State Uni-
versity, the library school, on a fellowship. 
I guess life takes you where it takes you.  

Q: What was it like being raised in 
such a big family?
A: I am very grateful to my parents for 
what they taught me and the rest of my 
family. There is no one in my family that is 
the same. I think when you have that kind 
of difference you learn to cooperate more, 
you learn to get along more and at the same 
time you learn how to stand up on your 
two feet. I don’t want people in boxes. I 
don’t want people who are the same all 
the time. It does nothing for the adventure.  

Q: Was it hard for you going back to 
school after dropping out?
A: All my brothers and sisters were work-
ing by the time they were 11 or 12, so it 
wasn’t anything unusual to drop out. My 
first semester of college was the first time 
in my life that I got straight As. I was ready 
to pack my bags and go back to Kansas 
City, because I figured I had failed. In-
stead when I went to the different offices to 

One on one:

Local librarian finds home at UNK library
By EMILy WEMHOFF

Antelope Staff

LIBrarIaN, pagE 11

“Going to the library was like 
going to a supermarket and 
having anything you want for two 
weeks.”
Tone' Mendoza
UNK librarian and diversity specialist 

Photo by 
A. Sanam Bhaila
Purnima Shres-
tha, a nursing 
major from 
Nepal, performs 
"Gairi Khet Ko" 
during Nepal 
Awareness 
Night. The event 
raised $2,000 
for Himanchal 
schools for 
teachers’ sala-
ries and also to 
buy books and 
supplies. NE-
SAK, the Himan-
chal Education 
Foundation and 
Kearney Rotary 
Club sponsored 
the event. Dr. 
Mahabir Pun 
was also hon-
ored during the 
night. 
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China, a major trading partner with the United States 
and now with UNK will be the destination for students 
studying abroad beginning in the fall of 2010. 

It took months to develop the program, but the Office 
of International Education is proud to offer students the op-
portunity for a semester in China. First stop is Hebei Nor-
mal University near Beijing. While there are several study 
abroad programs available, this program in particular offers 
a unique opportunity for students at the same costs as a UNK 
on-campus semester.

According to Dr. Dallas Kenny, director of interna-
tional education, in order to keep the program afford-
able, the semester of-
fers only UNK courses, 
which will help make 
it an exciting, enrich-
ing and educational 
program for students.  
While studying abroad, 
students will be re-
quired to take a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours. 
The UNK faculty mem-
ber leading the program 
will teach one four-hour 
course and local, distin-
guished faculty from a partner university will teach two 
more academic courses. In order to meet the minimum 
credit hour requirement, students will also be enrolled in 
a Chinese language course.

Before the official semester abroad begins, all 
students and faculty will have a couple of weeks to 
travel to different places in China. These academ-
ic excursions are also included in the program fees.  
While it seems like an opportunity almost “too good to be 
true,” according to Kenny, it wasn’t very difficult to get the 
program approved. 

“A high strategic priority for UNK and the Chancel-
lor is international education,” Kenny said. “President Mil-
liken, president of the University of Nebraska, has set clear 
strategic goals that he wants to see significant increase in 
study abroad programs, particularly longer term academi-
cally challenging programs. So UNK is working toward that 
goal by offering the semester abroad program to China.” 
The Office of International Education plans to offer the 
study abroad programs to other countries in the near future. 
They are currently in the process of arranging a program to 
Mexico in 2011. 

“I think it’s a wonderful opportunity, at a cost no more 
than it is to stay on campus, for students to build up their re-
sume and knowledge on a semester abroad program,” Kenny 
said. 

“By the time a student leaves a country after spend-
ing a semester abroad, they have done something that 
only less than 1 percent of all Americans get to do.” 
Deadline for student applications is March 12. 

The Alpha Phi ladies are hoping 
for a “full house” at their fifth annual 
Red Dress Poker Tournament March 
5 at 5 p.m. in the UNK Health and 
Sports Center. Registration for the 
tournament will begin at 4:30 p.m. 

This tournament has been a popu-
lar event on campus in the last few 
years, and the sorority hopes to keep 
bringing the tournament back to give 
to a great cause. “All of the proceeds of 
our poker tournament go to the Alpha 
Phi Foundation, which is then distrib-
uted to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Since cardiac care is the leading 
cause of death for women in America, 
each year we try to raise even more 
than the year before,” said Allie Night-
ingale, a junior elementary education 
major from Kearney and the president 
of A-Phi. 

In the past, the ladies have raised 
as much as $10,000 for the American 
Heart Association. The 2010 goal is 
to surpass this amount and increase 
attendance. In order to achieve their 
goals, they are asking for donations 
and prizes that will excite the com-
munity to attend the event. “This is 
our major philanthropic event that we 
hold each spring. It’s the one event that 
really allows us to give to our founda-
tion each year. It’s so great to see all 
of our hard work pay off and getting 
the college campus as well as the Ke-
arney community involved in an event 
that contributes to such a great cause,” 
Nightingale said.

If you have never been to the tour-
nament, you may wonder what exactly 
happens? 

“The Red Dress Poker Tourna-
ment is pretty much just as it sounds. 
All of the Alpha Phi women dress up in 
red dresses while the people involved 
play poker. We have tons of prizes 
that are either donated by businesses 
of Kearney or that we put together 
ourselves. The event lasts a few hours 
until there is a final table, and then fi-
nally a winner. We provide snacks and 
beverages and everyone usually has a 
great time.” Nightingale said.  

The Alpha Phi is hosting the anual 
event for its fifth year and has always 
been prided themselves on this event 
as well as their work as a sorority on 
campus. 

The sorority has achieved the 

highest GPA of all the sororities for the 
last 24 of 27 semesters. They group 
dedicates themselves to community 
service and gets involved with other 
volunteer organizations. Alpha Phi 
promotes sisterhood, leadership and 
service. 

Anyone interested in more informa-
tion on the event or those who are inter-

ested in attending the event can purchase 
tickets from any member of Alpha Phi 
for $12 or tickets can be purchased at the 
door for $15. Some of the prizes include a 
trip to Las Vegas, Husker tickets and free 
rounds of golf at the Country Club. 

Individuals can also purchase 
tickets in the student union March 1-4 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

No poker faces for this good cause
Alpha Phi hosts fifth annual Red Dress Poker Tournament

By Jennifer Kardell
Antelope Staff

Courtesy photo
The Alpa Phi ladies always dress to the nines in red for this fundraising 
event. Members aim to raise more than $10,000 and increase attendance.

Get credits in China 

By emily Wemhoff
Antelope Staff

“It's so great to see all of our hard work pay off and 
getting the college campus as well as the Kearney community 
involved in an event that contributes to such a great cause.”
Allie Nightingale

For more  
inFormation:

Visit the Office of In-
ternational Education-
al web site at: www.
unk.edu/academics/
studyabroad.aspx

tickets and Prize inFormation
Tickets: $12.00

At the door: $15.00
Purchase tickets from any Alpha Phi member 

Tickets can also be purchased in the Student Union 
between March 1-4 from 5pm to 7pm

Prizes include:
Trip to Las Vegas

Husker tickets
Free round of golf

Study abroad program offers  
classes at same cost as UNK
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Sudoku

www.sudoku-puzzles.netFind answer on page 9

How to play:
Sudoku is a placement puzzle. The aim of the puzzle is to 

enter a numeral from 1 through 9 in each cell of a grid. Each 
row, column and region must contain only one instance of each 
numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience and logical 
ability. The puzzle initially became popular in Japan in 1986 
and attained international popularity in 2005.

The Antelope

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 1 of 5 - Very Easy

1 2 8 4

3 4 7 8

6 5 2 3

8 1 5 3

3 9 5 6

7 6 9 1

2 9 7 1

5 3 4 9

9 6 8 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

He was an odd man. 
His skin chaffed easily, 
his disposition moody, but 
his uncanny prophetic na-
ture still to this day capti-
vates historians. Winston 
Churchill was a man for 
the past, present and fu-
ture. 

He was the voice in the wilderness when 
all of Europe was under the heavy darkness of 
totalitarianism. He was hated, despised, called 
a warmonger, and even Lady Astor, an Ameri-
can woman who was the first to sit as a mem-
ber of the House of Parliament in the British 
House of Commons, was known for the fol-
lowing comment: “Winston, if you were my 
husband, I’d poison your tea.” Churchill: 

“Nancy, if I were your husband, I’d drink it.” 
An insidious enemy had invaded the 

hearts and minds of people all over Europe 
and America– anti-Semitism. Famous Ameri-
cans, like Henry Ford, 
adored the man who 
was invading and pil-
laging Churchill’s coun-
try—Hitler. Ford had a 
picture of the German 
dictator hanging in his 
office. Anti-Semitism 
was growing all over the 
world and people like Jo-
seph Kennedy and Lady 
Astor saw Hitler’s views as the solution to the 
“world’s problems.” 

We seem so removed from that time, but 
are we? 

 In the opening pages of Churchill’s 
book, “The Gathering Storm,” he uses this 

theme in his historical account of two world 
wars and the state of the world when Germa-
ny, Italy and Japan chose to dominate it, “How 
the English-speaking Peoples Through Their 

Unwisdom, Careless-
ness, and Good Nature 
Allowed the Wicked to 
Rearm.”

Churchill, a self-
taught man in many 
ways, had a clear un-
derstanding of the 
countries that lay at his 
nation's borders. He 
saw Germany rearm-

ing, reorganizing and ripe for a dictator. As 
the German economy struggled to get back 
up on its feet after WWI, America with what 
Churchill called a prejudice toward monar-
chies, refused to support the then Weimar 
Republic. Churchill believed the U.S. should 

have helped to stabilize the German govern-
ment after WWI, “Instead, a gaping void 
was open in the national life of the German 
people,” writes Churchill. With the U.S. un-
willing to support the Weimar Republic, the 
stage would be set for Germany to embrace 
a charismatic leader who would fill their bro-
ken and economically depressed people with 
hope. 

At the time, Churchill had written this 
book much of what we would now read in 
historical accounts of the war had passed. 
Churchill understood the German arms build-
up long before the world would even take no-
tice because he had seen it happen before. 

Just prior to Churchill serving as the First 
Lord Admiralty in 1911, he wrote a memo-
randum forecasting Germany’s invasion into 
France. James Humes quotes Churchill in 
his book, “Eisenhower and Churchill: The 

By DeAnn ReeD
Antelope Staff

chuRchill, pAge 9

Iran, Russia, North Korea, China: 

The next gathering storm?

What are YOU sacrificing for Lent this year?
“Sweets, because I eat too 
many and I think it will be a good 
challenge."
Abby Royle
Freshman from Pleasanton

“Thai Food. It gives me really bad 
stomach aches but it tastes so good!"
James Shearer
Senior biology major from Omaha

“I'm giving up nothing. I don't like 
eating fish so I don't do the Lent thing."
Lance Eastman
Freshman from Chappell

Winston Churchill's message still relevant, but what would he say today?

The world stage is being set, 
and Churchill’s voice still speaks. 
Will we through our, “unwisdom, 
carelessness and good nature 
allow the wicked to rearm?”

By Kevin Whetstone
Senior Photographer

"I'm giving up 
drinking pop, 
because I have 
been working out 
so I can get into 

shape for Spring Break!"
Kyle Vergith
Sophomore education major from Lincoln

"Chocolate, 
because I am a big 
chocolate hog!"
Patrick Neal
Freshman history major 
from Sidney
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Nebraska— the good 
life: its people recognized 
for their manners once 
they venture to the out-
skirts of the Midwest and 
beyond, a place where it 
is common to wave at a 
perfect stranger and not 
rare to extend that wave 

as a lending hand to that very stranger. At 
the heart of the nation Nebraska pulsates its 
unique values throughout the land and to its 
citizens. But folks, we have a heart murmur, 
and it jeopardizes those values for which 
this state beats for. 

Earlier this year Sen. Charlie Janssen 
of Fremont introduced an amendment to re-
peal a law that allows Nebraska high school 
graduates who aren’t U.S. citizens or legal 

residents to attend a Nebraska public col-
lege or university at in-state tuition rates. 

As it stands, the present law requires 
that students must have lived in the state for 
at least three years and must be pursuing or 
promise to pursue legal status. 

As of mid-December, only 35 such stu-
dents were enrolled in the state university 
system, according to figures compiled by 
Janssen’s office. That includes 15 at UNK. 
State colleges reported none, and commu-
nity college officials didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for the information. 

 Lawmakers’ premise to repeal is that 
Nebraska’s law violates a 1996 federal law 
that prohibits higher education institutions 
from giving benefits to illegal immigrants 
without offering the same break to U.S. citi-
zens.

What is earned is not a benefit much 
less a break. Of all people, Nebraskans 
know this. Hard work is one of the hall-

marks of this state, and these students have 
lived up to those standards. We must re-
member, these students are not in this situ-
ation as a consequence of their 
own decisions. However, their 
efforts have qualified them to 
pursue a higher education. 

Now let’s set aside both 
preconceptions of the issue, step 
back and see the big picture. In 
the long run, bending the federal law would 
be insignificant. It is only a matter of time 
before immigration reform will take place. 
First on the list to be on the path to legal 
status will be those with an academic back-
ground. If a better future is what we all 
strive for, we must acknowledge that these 
students are the future of Nebraska— just as 
much as their citizen counterparts. There is 
no need to block their path to higher educa-
tion. 

On the other hand, if the federal law 

stands, Nebraska will join the ranks with 
Georgia, Oklahoma, Colorado and Arizona 
as states that do not allow undocumented 

immigrants to pay in-state tu-
ition rates. All of these states 
also have lower high school 
graduation rates than Nebraska. 
Numbers don’t always repre-
sent realities, but patterns do 
tend to repeat themselves.

Who is to say these students aren’t Ne-
braskans anyhow? Yes, their roots are buried 
in another land, but they blossomed under-
neath the same sun that Nebraska-born indi-
viduals blossomed under. They understand 
the significance of harvest in the fall. They 
know the passion behind Husker football. 
They’ve dodged a tornado, and perhaps 
even wandered through country roads with 
a beer in hand. They are Nebraskans. They 
should not have to pay out-of-state tuition. 
They are part of the good life.

“OMG this car in 
front of me is going 
sooooo slow.”

Does this text mes-
sage look familiar? My 
guess is yes. To the mil-
lions of drivers who buck-
le up, start the ignition and 
immediately pull out the 

cell phone, it’s time to change this increas-
ingly dangerous bad habit.

If you’re still reading this, thank you 
for taking an interest in the growing prob-
lem of texting while driving. Or maybe you 
still think this doesn’t apply to you, but you 
want to see what this editorial is all about. 
Either way, keep your mind open.

A recent episode of “Oprah” brought 
the issue of texting while driving to my at-
tention, as well as to that of many Ameri-
cans. (And don’t judge me for watching 
“Oprah.” I just happened to come across 
the episode while channel surfing.) 

During the show, an expert on the sub-
ject mentioned that sending and receiving 
texts while behind the wheel makes the 
driver eight times more likely to be in an 
accident. That’s twice as much than if the 
driver was intoxicated. As dangerous as 
driving is already, why put yourself in any 

position where your head and hands aren’t 
focused on the road? 

USA Today reported 16 percent of all 
highway fatalities in 2008 were caused by 
distracted driving, according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

I know what you’re probably think-
ing: “That won’t happen to me. I’m a great 
multitasker. I can handle it.” I have three 
words for you: No. You. Can’t.  

President Obama agrees. In September 
he banned texting while behind the wheel of 

a government vehicle or with a government 
phone by any federal employee. Obviously 
it’s a big enough deal that the president even 
has to issue an executive order. 

While Nebraska is not one of the 19 
states that prohibits texting while driving, 
it is one of the 23 that will be debating 
legislation in 2010 to ban texting while 
driving for all drivers. But who needs a 
law telling them what to do? Instead you 
should just STOP NOW. Everyone knows 
that just because a law says it’s so, doesn’t 
mean people, especially those in high 
school and college, are going to follow 
that law. Why not just resolve to end your 
traveling texting now? Then you can say 
you stopped on your own accord, not just 
because of a law. 

 So the next time you hear that familiar 
buzzing coming from your purse or pocket 
while you’re behind the wheel, pull the car 
over and respond back that you G2G.

By Sam BateS
Antelope Staff

Pull over, then pull out your cell phone
No phoNe zoNe

Want to take the pledge to stop 
texting while driving? 
Go to www.oprah.com/nophone-
zone and join over 97,000 people 
who want to make the roads a safer 
place.

1 New Text Message:
Sending and receiving texts while behind the wheel makes the driver 
eight times more likely to be in an accident. 

1 New Text Message:
That's twice as much than if the driver was 
intoxicated.

1 New Text Message:
16 percent of all highway fatalaties in 2008  
were caused by distracted driving.

Photo by Sam Bates

Roadblocks on path to higher education
No 'good life' for undocumented immigrants who may soon be required to pay out-of-state tuition

By alex moraleS
Antelope Staff

Read more  
about it online

www.unkantelope.com



While cricket is the most popular 
sport in Australia, Mitchelhill’s sight 
has been set on a sport with a differ-
ent type of bat and ball. “Baseball is a 

smaller sport in Australia. Many of the 
teams play at a high level, but there are 
a limited number of teams to play on,” 
Mitchelhill said.

He managed just fine.
Although the second baseman’s high 

With a unique ac-
cent and an occasional 
submarine throw (re-
leasing the ball below 
the waist) from second 
base, Jordan Mitchel-
hill is making one of 
his dreams come true. 
“I have wanted to play 
baseball in the United 
States since I was a lit-
tle kid,” Mitchelhill said. 

So far, he’s been doing more than 
just playing. The junior from Melbourne, 
Australia, has compiled a batting aver-
age of .548 and an on-base percentage of 
.641 through nine starts this year. 
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It seems like most families can get 
on each other’s nerves when they spend 
too much time together. That is not the 
case for the Messbarger family. 

Senior Kristen Messbarger and 
sophomore Nickola Messbarger have 
played tennis together as long as they 
can remember. They played together at 
Kearney Catholic and were coached by 
their father, Ron. Now playing together 
for the Lopers, it is apparent the love 

for the game is a family affair for the 
Messbargers.

Playing for the Messbargers: Two 
younger sisters, Lauren and Michelle; 
parents Ron and Margaret; and grand-
parents Chick and Judy Messbarger— 
who got the family started playing ten-
nis.

“My dad’s entire side of the fam-
ily plays tennis. This includes my dad’s 

four siblings and our 15 cousins. It’s 
amazing how much family support we 
have. Our parents, sisters and grandpar-
ents are at just about every match. Our 
parents and sisters even flew down to 
Florida last year when we competed in 
the National Tournament,” Nickola said.

 Kristen can’t fathom playing any-
where else or without her sister. “Never 
could I imagine playing without my sis-

ter. I did what I could to talk Nickola 
into coming and playing at UNK just so 
we could be on the same team. I don’t 
know if it was me, but it worked,” Kris-
ten said. 

Nickola adds, “We try to push each 
other and make each other better. We’ve 
never had a desire to play against each 
other.” 

Tennis is more than a game to both 
of the girls. Both play singles and dou-
bles for UNK. “To me tennis is way 

Messbargers keep love of game in family

By Jennifer Kardell
Antelope Staff Photo by Jennifer Kardell

Messbarger vs. Messbarger: The score is "love all" in this match.

Well-traveled Australian finds new home at UNK 

By ryan seefus
Antelope Staff

Photo by Pam 
Seefus
Mitchelhill 
watches a 
ball low and 
out of the 
strike zone.  
He is the 
prototypical 
leadoff hitter 
because he 
has great 
discipline and 
a knack for 
getting on 
base.

MessBargers, page 11

australian, page 9

nickola messbarger
Major: Exercise science fitness
Year: Sophomore
Favorite tennis player: At this point in 
time, Novak Djokovic
Biggest (tennis) accomplishment: 
Competing at the NCAA DII National 
Tournament
Something unexpected: I really enjoy 
cooking and traveling

kristen messbarger
Major: UNMC-nursing
Year: Senior
Favorite Tennis Player: My grandpa
Biggest (Tennis) accomplishment: 
Making it to nationals last year in 
Florida and seeing that we can com-
pete with top Division II teams.
Something unexpected: I love back-
packing, camping and photography

Jordan 
Mitchelhill

Mitchelhill follows  
childhood dream 
through baseball
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choices.   choices.choices.
You want choices. You like choices. We do too. We’re choosing to help make living on campus better.
One choice you can make is to live on campus next year. Choose your room, building and even your roommate!

The Fall 2010 Residential & Greek Housing sign up starts the week of March 1. 

This year’s sign up will take place right in your own hall which will help make choosing to live on campus easier. 
See your hall director for details.  

That’s not all. There are other things that we’ll share in the coming months that we think you’ll like as well.

2010/2011
EXPIRES  8/15/2011

Current students, sign up by March 9 and get a FREE 2010 / 2011 Parking Permit. 

your best campus move.

Charting a new course for you on campus.



As midterms creep around the corner and 
more piles of homework stack up on top of our 
desks, students and faculty members are look-
ing for that dream getaway for spring break. 

Whether you are staying in the area or 
traveling outside of the country, it’s always 
important to remember to stay safe. 

Staying in contact with a buddy helps en-
sure a safer trip and can reassure family. If you 
plan on going to an area with nightclubs or if 
alcohol is present, remember to use your com-
mon sense to prevent any harm to yourself. 

Barbara Amundson, senior lecturer in the 
department of travel and tourism, advises stu-
dents to be cautious about the inevitable drink-
ing during some spring break trips.

 “When going out to bars or clubs, al-

ways keep your eyes and your hands on your 
drink.  Do not accept a drink from someone 
you do not know.   If you feel your drink may 
have been tampered with, notify a manager or 
law authority.  It is advisable to designate one 
person who will not drink and be responsible 
for keeping track of everyone in the party and 
making sure everyone leaves together.  Do not 
leave your friends alone at the bar assuming 
they will find their way home,” Admundson 
said.

Remember to always be aware of your 
surroundings. Whether you are going to a 
beach or a club, always check where you are 
and how safe it is. You never know if you will 
come down with a medical condition or an ac-
cident will occur. Knowing if there is a local 
hospital nearby or grocery store if you need 
to buy products, and observing your surround-
ings can come in handy. 

Communication is key while traveling 
on spring break or wherever you go. Keep-
ing in touch with friends and family members 
will help reassure them you are safe and hav-
ing fun on your trip. Keeping your cell phone 
at all times will help you remain in contact, 
so your important numbers should be pro-
grammed into your cell phone. 

If you’re going with your friends, re-

member to stay together in a group and always 
use the buddy system. 

Plan your spring break trip ahead of time 
and double check your schedule. If you have 
an itinerary, confirm the places you want to 
visit and reserve your hotel and airfare in ad-
vance. Remember to confirm your airplane 
ticket and check your reservations at your ho-
tel before you leave. If you are on a budget, 
keep a notebook to write down how much you 
spend that day.

 While traveling, it is always nice to meet 
new people and learn about their culture. Just 
remember to use common sense while travel-
ing so you can avoid pitfalls and have a great 
time.
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Waiting in line for hours
to get service on your cell phone?

Skip the line and come to  

Located at:
2215 Avenue I
Kearney, 68847
308-237-9512

Just north of the 
railroad tracks on 
Ave I. 

We even 

  repair 

 phones!

We service
ALL VZW
customers!

Spring break: plan, play, be safe
By Justine AgAloos

Antelope Staff Top 5 DomesTic spring 
break locaTions:

•	 Naples,	Florida
•	 Key	West,	Florida
•	 Minneapolis,	Minnesota
•	 San	Diego,	California
•	 New	York	City,	New	York



Partnership That Saved the World.” Churchill 
wrote: “The balance of probability is that by 
the 20th day the French armies will be driven 
from the line of the Meuse (River) and will be 
falling back on Paris and the South.” 

Humes writes that in that same memo-
randum Churchill would foretell, “the exact 
day that the German Army would reach its far-
thest penetration point, where the two armies 
would entrench themselves.” 

Of course, Churchill’s document was 
considered “ridiculous and fantastic,” but his 
prediction would come true. Three years later 
the German army did exactly as Churchill pre-
dicted.  

The question then is—what would he 
say today? Would he look at the world’s de-
pressed economy, the arms build of China, 
Russia, North Korea and Iran and once again 
warn a nation who seems to slumber just as 

we did right before WWII? Lech Walensa, the 
man who started the anti-communist group in 
Poland called the Solidarity Movement, was 
in Chicago this past month. Walensa gave a 
warning that sounds much like Churchill’s, 
“The United States is only one superpower. 
Today they lead the world. Nobody has doubts 
about it. Militarily.  They also lead economi-
cally, but they’re getting weak. But they don’t 
lead morally and politically anymore.  The 

world has no leadership.  The United States 
was always the last resort and hope for all 
other nations.  There was the hope, when-
ever something was going wrong, one could 
count on the United States.  Today, we lost that 
hope.” 

The world stage is being set, and 
Churchill’s voice still speaks.  Will we through 
our, “unwisdom, carelessness and good nature 
allow the wicked to rearm?”
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FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!

2524 FIRST AVE.
308.236.5588

DON’T BE
ALARMED

IF YOU GET A WEIRD FEELING IN THE PIT OF 
YOUR STOMACH AFTER EATING A 

JIMMY JOHN’S GOURMET SANDWICH.

LOVE CAN OFTEN DO THAT.

Platte

Valley

Brewery

Big @$$ BEERS
$4.50 - 32 oz Draws

Thursday (all day)

Saturday (after 10pm)

Monday-Friday
3pm - 1am

Saturday
2pm - 1am

17 Craft Brewed Beers on Tap!

www.kearneyymca.org

M-TR  5:30 am-10:30 pm
Friday  5:30 am-9 pm

Saturday  6:30 am-6 pm
Sunday  1 pm-7 pm

4500 6th Ave.
Kearney, NE  68845

308-237-9622

Kearney 
Family 

YM CA

Text “YMCA” to 39649 
for 

Special Student Offers

Sudoku answer:
Upside down, from page 4

The Antelope

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 1 of 5 - Very Easy

172839465

935461728

864572931

648215379

391748256

257693184

426987513

583124697

719356842
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Churchill from page 4

Australian from page 6
school did not have a baseball team, he 
learned his trade elsewhere. “Most of 
the baseball I played in Australia was on 
club, state and national teams,” Mitch-
elhill said. During his pre-United States 
career, Mitchelhill traveled to play base-
ball all over Australia and in both Japan 
and Mexico. 

No matter how or where he was 
molded into the player that he is today, 
the UNK baseball coaching staff has 
been pleased with everything Mitchelhill 
has done since he arrived on campus last 
fall.

Assistant head baseball coach Adam 
Neisius said, “He adds a legitimate lead-
off hitter to our lineup because he is able 
to hit for average and power, get on base 
and drive runs in. Actually, you could 
put Jordan anywhere in the order, and he 
would be successful.” 

This year Mitchelhill will have the 
opportunity to see much of the Midwest 
while traveling and playing. One stop 
that he will definitely remember is the 
game in the Minnesota Twins’ Metro-
dome this past weekend. 

Although playing in a professional 

stadium is an impressive feat, Mitchel-
hill and the rest of the team want to make 
reservations on the East Coast in late 
May. The DII Baseball World Series is 
held in Cary, N.C., and the UNK baseball 
team is going to do everything they can 
to make sure they are there.
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Martin Scorsese, a legend in American 
filmmaking, delivers a twisting, exciting thrill-
er in his latest film, “Shutter Island.”  

Scorsese takes us on a journey to Ashe-
cliffe Hospital for the Criminally Insane, 
located off the shore of Boston Harbor on a 
remote island. It’s 1954, and U.S. Marshal 
Teddy Daniels (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his 
partner, Chuck Aule (Mark Ruffalo) are as-
signed to investigate the disappearance of a 
patient. When he finds out he’s being deceived 
by the hospital’s chief administrator Dr. John 
Cawley (Ben Kingsley), Daniels finds the de-
termination to uncover the dark mysteries of 
the island.

Along the way hallucinations, haunting 
dreams and a hurricane hinder the investiga-
tion. Those hindrances, as well as the threat of 
human experimentation and Nazi influence, 
cause Daniels himself to drive toward the 
edge of insanity.

Scorsese and his team hit the mark in 
capturing the audience in suspense and not 
letting go. The chilling mood of the film, from 
the music to the cinematography, demands at-
tention. Strong performances are also a driv-
ing force behind the film.  DiCaprio is solid in 
what could be his most complex role yet.  Ruf-
falo, Kingsley, Jackie Earle Haley as Noyce 
and Patricia Clarkson as the second Rachel all 
have standout roles in the supporting cast.  

The film is a psychological mindbender 
that will keep you pondering until the climac-
tic finale. Just don’t expect your head to stop 
spinning. The plot has many twists and turns, 
and some may feel a second viewing is neces-
sary in order to piece it together.  

Ultimately, “Shutter Island” provides an 
entertaining and thrilling experience. It serves 
as Scorsese’s grand return to the suspense 
genre, and a great follow-up to his Oscar-
winning crime drama, “The Departed.” While 
some may see the plot as too fast or complex, 
the performances and atmosphere of the film 
are what make it a must-see.

'Shutter Island' puzzles, excites, entertains
By Ryan LaRsen

Antelope Staff

www.imdb.com
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Work load piling up?

Take a break and join us for worship at 

Campus Lutheran Ministries 
5:03pm Sunday 

&
9:33pm Wednesday

Contact:
Pastor Tom Wilson

308-234-1828

2715 9th Ave
Kearney, 68845
East of  Campus

The Writing Center gives both the 
students and consultants an opportuni-
ty to simply focus on their writing and 
how to make it better. “I really like that 
we have really short, in-depth consults 
about a student’s writing. It is a special 
opportunity to just really focus on the 
writing. It helps students to slow down 
and just look at the writing itself and 
what can be done to improve it,” Ho-
tovy said. 

The consultants also do their best 
to make the Writing Center a relaxed, 
comfortable atmosphere. “We work-
one-on-one with students, and it’s very 
personable– not forced or awkward by 
any means,” Grimes said. 

With a record of helping over 1,000 
students every semester 
since 2003, the Writing 
Center has also helped 
the consultants with 
their own personal writ-
ing and goals. “When I 
write papers now, I stop 
to think if I’m making 
my point clear or if I’m 
being too wordy. I hope 
that through seeing oth-
er people’s papers that 
it helps me find my own habitual prob-

lems,” Hotovy said.
Beyond just improv-

ing writing, the Writing 
Center has helped con-
sultants like Grimes find 
their niche in the word. 
“When I applied here 
as a freshman, I didn’t 
really have a vision in 
terms of what I wanted 
to do, but quickly once I 

started working here I realized I really 

like writing. I really like instructing and 
teaching and working with people. I de-
cided I would like to teach at a univer-
sity someday,” Grimes said.

Writing is a passion the consul-
tants have cultivated in themselves and 
hope to have other students embrace as 
well. “I really enjoy writing and want to 
continue writing and researching in my 
own subject. I want to continue to have 
a hand in helping students improve their 
writing abilities,” Grimes said.

Writing from page 1
Photo by Ashley 
Leever
This year's Writing 
Center staff front 
row: Lacey McPhil-
lips, Collin Grimes, 
Caryn Vincent, 
Sam Schneider, 
Erik Dodge. Back 
Row: Anna Hain, 
Colten Venteicher, 
Cindy Ostrom, 
Katie Hall, Sonja 
Jackson, Jason 
Willard and Jacqui 
McCormick. The 
Writing Center 
helps over 1,000 
students every 
semester.

check my grades, it was one A after another.  
I went up to one of my instruc-
tors and said, “It says I got an A." 
She told me, “You came here fresh with 
ideas, and you came here with poten-
tial. Nobody cared where you came 
from. They just wanted to see how you 
performed, and you got what it takes."  
At the end she said, "Go for it girl!" So I did. 

Q: How did you stay focused and moti-
vated to continue?
A: I’ve been blessed with people that 
have extended their knowledge and 
their spirit and themselves in ways to 
get me back into school. One thing they 
taught me is to share with others in help-
ing them in any way you can. That’s the 
way librarianship is. When people come 
through the door, we share whatever we 
know. The sources are unlimited. All 
you have to do is come through those li-
brary doors and say “I need some help.”  

Q: I guess we kind of take libraries for 

granted.
A: We are on this earth for maybe 70, 80 
or 90 years. We don’t last very long. With 
what we can do from the time of our birth 
to our death is unlimited. In the library 
you have access to philosophy, music, art, 
mathematics. You can take these things and 
make them your own. You can come up with 
your own ideas and contribute to the world. 

Q: How does the library keep up with 
the changes in the world and the ad-
vances in technology?
A: Well, as a liaison, I act as a bridge be-
tween the library and different depart-
ments on campus. What we do is allocate 
different funds so that we can purchase 
materials related to different areas. This 
includes all kind of materials, such as 
DVDs, videos, children’s books and all 
kinds of posters, not just books. At the 
same time, we are purchasing more and 
more subscriptions to databases online.  
The world is changing, and we need to 
support our students to help them become 

familiar and literate in those changes. 
We too have to change with the times. 

Q: What makes this library so unique?
A: I work with other librarians who are 
scholars, athletes, comics or cutouts. Li-
brarianship is not what people think it is. Li-
brarians know what they are talking about 
when they talk about resources and how 
their resources can be used to benefit a pur-
pose. It’s a damn good profession to get into.  

Q: What is one thing that you think 
would get more students into librar-
ies?
A: This is part of my personal journey, 
but for me, the library is a place for 
dreamers. It’s where you can take any-
thing you are interested in and explore 
it. It can teach you so many subtleties 
about life and about yourself. But you 
have to have your spirit open to you. 
You can’t buy into everything so seri-
ously, but if you keep open, it can bring 
anything in your life you desire.

Librarian from page 2

more than just a sport or a way to ex-
ercise. It’s a fun, challenging, stress re-
liever and a huge part of my life. It’s 
something I can do with my family, 
and will always be able to play— even 
once my college career is done. I have 
loved competing with Kristen, though 
we have a few disagreements but what 
siblings don’t? It’s like having your best 
friend on the team. They’re always there 
if you need to talk to someone, need a 
hug or to laugh. She is always looking 
out for me —which as younger siblings 
know can be annoying sometimes— but 
then again it just proves that they care. 
We’ve been through a lot together, and 
I wouldn’t trade any of it for anything, 
especially our competition years togeth-
er.  I’m sad that this is our last semester 
competing on the same team,” Nickola 
said. 

Kristen is on the same page as her 
sister when it comes to making tennis 
a lifestyle, “For me tennis has always 
been a competitive stress reliever that I 
can’t get enough of. Being able to share 
that love and competitiveness over the 
years with my best friend has been awe-
some. Who wouldn’t want to be team-
mates with their best friend?” 

You can catch the Messbargers and 
the rest of the women’s tennis team in 
action on March 27 at 8 a.m. when the 
team will host the Minnesota State Uni-
versity Mankato.

Messbargers from page 6

"We’ve been through a lot 
together, and I wouldn’t trade any 
of it for anything, especially our 
competition years together."
Nickola Messbarger

"We work one-on-one 
with students, and it’s very 
personable– not forced or 
awkward by any means.”
Collin Grimes
Writing Center staff 
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ABOVE: Dr. Mena-Werth and John LaRosa, a salesman of Seiler Instru-
ment planetarium division, stand in front of the Zeiss star projector 
which provides students and visitors with an indoor Universe where the 
sky is never cloudy. Mena-Werth gave tours of the new addition through-
out the day. 

Photos by Lyndsey Luxford
LEFT: UNK Chancellor Doug Kristensen was one 
of the keynote speakers for the opening of the 
new 60-seat planetarium was Feb. 19. The new 
planetarium at Bruner Hall of Science replaced 
an older planetarium that was in the basement 
of the building. The new addition was part of 
the $14.5 million renovation of the building.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Holding the ribbon, Dr. Jose 
Mena-Werth, physics and physical science 
professor, is the new planetarium director. 
Nebraska Senator Ben Nelson cuts the ribbon 
while Naomi Hastings a physics education 
major from Oxford stands by to assist.

Dignitaries celebrate planetarium ribbon-cutting
Sen. Ben Nelson 
takes the scissors 

see a show
March 5: Planetarium on Parade
March 12: Planetarium on Parade
april 2: Star Stories
april 9: Star Stories
May 7: Planetarium on Parade
May 14: Planetarium on Parade
All shows at at 7 p.m.
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