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Students support
Virginia Tech.

Hope shines on at UNK
Candlelight vigil held in memory of VT victims
April D. Refior
Antelope Sports Editor
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Loper baseball has
good weekend.

Photo by April D. Refior
Brandon Flanigin, a junior from Aldi, Va., and Kim Minnig, a junior
from Herndon, Va. attend the candlelight vigil in support and memory of
the families and victims of the Virginia Tech massacre.

Monday, April 16, 2007 is a day
that the Virginia Tech Hokies, and
the rest of the United States, will
never forget.
At approximately 7 a.m. Eastern
time, Cho Seung-Hui opened fire
on two residents of Ambler
Johnston Hall, and then proceeded
on to a bloody rampage in Norris
Hall. At least 32 students and faculty members are dead. Many more
are hospitalized.
Even though the massacre
occurred states away, students at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney
were still shaken by the impact of
the tragedy.
“Obviously, I was shocked,” said
Amber Lewis, UNK student body
president. “It’s such a tragedy and I
was just taken away by the news. I
felt a lot of grief for the students
who have to go to school and live
with these memories every day, and
for the friends and families of the
victims.”
“Brandon Benitz [assistant to
the Dean of Student Life] contacted me Monday at about 4:30 and
asked if we were planning anything.
We hadn’t had anything planned at
the time, but when I talked to him,
I knew something had to be done,”
Lewis said.
To join the nationwide expressions of support, Lewis organized a
candlelight vigil in honor of the victims, held on April 17 at Cope

Fountain.
At least 50 UNK students took
time out of their Tuesday night to
devote themselves to remembering
the victims and their friends and
families in Virginia. The vigil consisted of worship music and candles
donated by the Campus Lutheran
ministry.
Lewis said that she was grateful
to have so many students “willing to
come together to support a fellow
university in such a time of grief.”
“I think it really shows that the
students here care about other students, no matter how far away they
are. It shows that we can be united
in times of need,” Lewis said.
Lewis is also in the process of
drafting a letter from the UNK student body to the Virginia Tech students. “My hope is that sometime
this week, we as a student senate can
write a letter of condolence for their
students, letting them know we

care,” Lewis said.
UNK students, as well as students from colleges and universities
around the U.S., have reacted
strongly to the incident in
Blacksburg, Va.
“It scares me and makes me nervous because it can happen anywhere, especially since it was on a
college campus,” said Savannah
Murphy, UNK junior nursing major
from Franklin.
Megan Dobmeier, management
major from Omaha, said, “As an
RA, I was extremely shocked to find
out it happened on a college campus. The fact that it was in a residence hall really hit hard because I
can relate to that.”
Lewis said that if students have
any questions or concerns about
campus security, to contact student
government and they will do their
best to provide adequate answers.

Photo by April D. Ref ior
(From left) Jessica Gosda, junior, Grand Island; KaDene Deke, senior,
DeWitt; Allison Schinstock, sophomore, Lincoln and Megan Deke,
sophomore, DeWitt participate in the candlelight vigil at Cope Fountain.

Research takes students places, literally!
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A tribute to Virginia
Tech.
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UNK presents Les
Liaisons Dangereuses.

WEATHER
FRIDAY
Isolated T-Storms
High 70
Low 56

SATURDAY
Scatter T-Storms
Wind
High 77
Low 50

SUNDAY
Sunny/Windy
High 67
Low 45

Kyle A. Petersen
Antelope News Staff

For a group of approximately 30
students at the University of
Nebraska at Kearney, their undergraduate research has not only
made them more attractive candidates for admission to graduate
school, but it also granted them a
free trip to San Francisco for the
National
Conference
on
Undergraduate Research (NCUR).
An annual national research
conference, NCUR invites undergraduate students to present the
findings of their research. Ranging
from poster presentations and oral
speeches to artistic performances,
students choose what type of presentation best suits their academic
discipline.
Initiated in 1987, the conference takes place at various collegiate institutions with the most
recent
conference
held
at
Dominican University in San
Raphael, Calif., which attracted
more
than
2,000
student
researchers.
Marty Demoret, a senior from
Scottsbluff, Neb., veteran of
NCUR and presenter at more than
10 academic conferences, said he
was impressed with the quality of
the research displayed at the conference.
“The standards were higher at
this conference than other conferences because it’s a competitively
selected field. Most of the students
that come here have done really
good research. I actually thought
the level of research was better this
year than it was last year,” Demoret
said.
Demoret said there were a
number of capstone projects, as

opposed to semester-long projects
that dominate conferences specifically tailored for political science or
psychology, which are his main
research areas. He also said the
conference
hosted
excellent
research regarding international
studies.
Another NCUR participant
from UNK was Grant Sorensen, a
senior from Pine Bluffs, Wyo., who
presented the findings of his study
regarding the effects of prairie dogs
on the prairies of Central
Nebraska.
Sorensen has worked on two
fisheries projects for the Game and
Parks Commission, and he is currently waiting for his original
research to be published in a peerreviewed journal. He said it is vital
for undergraduates to complete
research projects.
“In the science field, I think it’s
very important to get research as an
undergraduate. It allows you to get
the experience to move on to the
next level: graduate school,”
Sorensen said. “It’s good that at
UNK we have the opportunity to
research and travel to present our
research.”
Demoret said presenting at
conferences such as NCUR exposes students to the work of other
college students, who will be their
future competition.
“When you come to conference
like this and see what your peers
are like now—what they’re going
to be like someday—it is kind of
good motivation to get your butt in
gear and start working hard while
you still have all the resources that
college provides,” Demoret.
Tiffany Sherwood, a senior
from St. Edward, Neb., said presenting at NCUR gives students an
opportunity to learn from other
educational disciplines.
“You actually get to see an array
of different research from other

majors, such as biology and chemistry,” Sherwood said. “A lot of
times, majors can interrelate. It is
kind of weird when you find things
in common with a political science
major or even a chemistry major. A
lot of the projects can go into other
majors.”
Sorensen said he learned a lot
about current research regarding
cancer, HIV and AIDS from
watching other presenters at the
conference.
While recognizing the benefits
of learning from others at a multidisciplinary conference, Sherwood,
a psychology major, said she did
not pick up tips from the NCUR
presenters in her field, because she
said her instruction at UNK has
already given her a firm grasp of
what psychology research entails.
“Our programs and professors
[at UNK] do a really good job of
showing us some good ideas of
how things are supposed to be put
together, but I bet there are a lot of
other people out there who do
incorporate ideas from other projects and people who are presenting,” Sherwood said.
Dr. Jonathan Thompson, UNK
assistant professor of chemistry and
a sponsor of the NCUR traveling
group, said students interested in
completed a research project
should first choose a field that
interests them and find a mentor in
an appropriate department. He said
students should look at their
prospective mentor’s research and
then talk with the faculty member
about a research project.
Sherwood said selecting a faculty mentor is an important step in
the research process.
“Look for the right professor,”
Sherwood said. “Most of the faculty at UNK are pretty supportive,
and they’ll try to point you in the
right direction and help you out.”
Thompson said students should

look at programs offered by UNK,
such as the Summer Student
Research Program, for assistance in
completing their research. He said
research projects prepare students
for graduate school application
processes and coursework.
“It’s a good experience for
undergraduates to build their
resumes and get credit for their
academic work that they completed
in the previous year. It gives them a
leg-up on the competition when
they start to apply for graduate
programs,” Thompson said.
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act in that manner. This is a dangerous road to walk down because
it assumes determinism to be true
(determinism is the belief that free
will is an illusion and that humans
are at the complete mercy of all
prior causes), which would make it
pointless to hold anyone accountable for anything. Assuming determinism to be correct, it would be
impossible for Seung-Hui to have
chosen any other path.

In the wake of the Virginia Tech
tragedy, a multitude of analysts and
experts are left asking the question,
“What caused Cho Seung-Hui to
do this?”
Despite my frustration and
sadness, I feel compelled to
emphasize the importance of the
concept of choice. When a person
does something bad, it is not
always a good idea to ask what
“caused him to do it,” as though
some external force moved him to

Cause is a strange thing to
speak of when it is used in
improper context.
When I say, “My foot caused the
ball to fly up into the air,” I am
thinking of cause as a very specific
and determinable thing. When it
comes to the choices of sentient
beings, we must first ask the question, “Are humans merely biological survival machines that are simply complex arrangements of
atoms and molecules, or is there
some other force that is not bound
by physical reality that allows them
to act?” This force I speak of is the

human soul. This non-physical
force would be the “cause” of
actions both good and bad; rather
than mere physical forces and molecules and brain waves.
Without a soul, a human
would be nothing more than a
bunch of atoms and molecules
floating around, colliding together.
The very atoms that comprise the
brain of this person (and cause
“choices” to be made) would only
give the illusion of “free will.”. The
decisions are already determined
because the atoms that comprise
the person’s brain are “choosing”
how to act, not the mind. The
term “mind” would simply be
another illusion.
So, which is it? If determinism
is true, then it would be silly for us
to feel remorse, sorrow, or any
other thing for those who were lost
in the Virginia Tech massacre, for
it could not have happened any
other way. However, if we stop
looking for what “causes” people to
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Photos by April D. Ref ior
(left to right) UNK students Carina Lozano, Alice, Texas freshman, Molly West, Kearney sophomore, Sarah Garringer, Kearney sophomore and Trenton Taldbitzer, Kearney sophomore gather
around Cope Fountain Tuesday evening for a candlelight vigil in memory of the students slain on
the Virginia Tech campus.
Flags across the country were lowered to half mast in honor of the tragedy at Virginia Tech.

act in a certain way and decide that
THEY are the cause, then we can
stop searching for answers that we
think are needed for “closure.”
My take on it? A bad person
did a horrible thing. He chose to
do it. It was not video games, bad
music, abuse or any other external
force that moved him to do it.
Society always looks for a scapegoat and simply cannot accept the
answer, “Someone did something
wrong.” But it was Wittgenstein
who noted that all explanations
come to an end. Perhaps the explanation of cause in terms of human
activity is more simple than we
would care to admit. Science can
continue hammering away; searching for answers that are not there.
In the meantime, we will lose our
freedoms and our ability to do
what we wish for fear that some
external influence might “cause” us
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Lopers successful over weekend
Lopers sweep series while throwing four complete games
Joey D. Larsen/Peter A. Yazvac
Antelope Staff Writer/Guest Writer

This past weekend the Lopers
baseball team (21-16, 16-10
RMAC) hosted the Colorado
Christian Cougars (9-31, 5-19
RMAC) at Memorial Field. The
team got four complete games from
Blair freshman Ryan Seefus,
Grossmont, Calif. Senior Paul
Schleifer, Kearney junior Seth
Svoboda and Kearney freshman
Jared Loschen. Along with the great
pitching performances Omaha
senior Cody Lusero had another big
day at the plate.
These pitching performances
help the Lopers tie the school mark
for RMAC wins in a season. The
1996 UNK squad was 16-12 in
league play.
On Saturday, Kearney natives
Svoboda and Loschen had complete
game victories to boost the Lopers
to two wins of 6-0 and 13-5.
In game one, Svoboda threw a
five hit complete game (nine
innings) shutout. His third complete game of the year, he fanned a
season-high eight while walking
just three. Svoboda (5-2) has now
won his last five starts.
In the nightcap, Loschen had a
nine hit complete game (seven
innings). His first complete effort as
a Loper, he gave up five earned runs
and struck out two to improve his
record to 4-2.
Offensively, UNK had 26 hits in
the games with Lusero going a
combined 4 for 7 with four runs and
two RBIs.
His run scoring single in the
second inning of game two was his
200th hit as a Loper (now at 202).
Only six other UNK players have
ever reached 200 hits in a career.
Travis Kerkman established the
record of 252 hits just last
season.Also at the plate, Gretna
junior Joe Nowaczyk was a combined 4 for 6 with two runs and two
RBIs. Nevada junior Chris Gillaspy
was 3 for 3 with a run and an RBI

in game two and Blair sophomore
Kyle Smith was 2 for 4 with two
runs in game one.
UNK, already ahead 2-0, had a
four run fifth to finish the scoring in
the first contest. Lincoln sophomore
Nate Swearer had the big blow of
the inning, a two run double down
the right field line that scored
Lusero and fellow senior Mitch
Mirtsching, Fort Collins, Colo., (2
for 5).
The second game saw UNK
score 13 times over the first three
innings. A five run first featured a
run scoring double from Omaha
junior Griff Watson (2 for 3, three
RBIs) and two Christian errors.
A five run third included a two
run double to left from Watson and
one more CCU miscue.
On Sunday, Seefus allowed eight
hits and walked two in nine innings
of work. This was the North West
Missouri State transfer's second
start of the year and first win as a
Loper.
In the series finale, Schleifer
won his third straight decision as he
blanked CCU for the first six
innings. The lefty (3-4) also gave up
eight hits and walked three while
fanning six in seven innings of
work.
At the plate, UNK had 25 hits in
the double header with Lusero
going a combined 5 for 6 with four
runs and three RBIs. In the first
game, he homered in his first two
at-bats.
He is now batting .438 on the
year and leads the Lopers in 10
major offensive categories.
Also, Omaha junior catcher
Griff Watson was a combined 3 for
8 and threw three base runners out
in the first game.
In that first contest, UNK had a
six run fourth to take control. The
set featured a lead off homer by
Lusero and a six other hits, including a run scoring single from Blair
sophomore Kyle Smith (3 for 4, two
runs).
Eight Loper starters had at least
one hit with Omaha junior Joe
Nowaczyk (3 for 5, three RBIs)

UNK softball
Lopers dropped
two of three
Joey D. Larsen/Peter A. Yazvac
Antelope Staff Writer/Guest Writer

Photo by Jason A. Gill
Blair sophomore, Kyle Smith, tosses the ball to a teammate Saturday
during the Lopers’ incounter with Colorado Christian.
joining Lusero and Smith with
three hits.
In the series finale, back-to-back
homers from Lincoln sophomore
Nate Swearer and Smith scored
four runs in the third and then
Schleifer stopped a seventh inning
rally.
Seven starters had at least one
hit with Lusero and Watson each
getting two. Schleifer ran into trouble in the seventh after two were
out.

Three straight singles allowed
CCU to score a run and then a
bases loaded walk brought home
another run. Facing Christian's top
hitter, Patrick Garcia, Schleifer got
a strikeout to end the threat and
game.
The Lopers will be in action this
weekend against Colorado State –
Pueblo. The first pitch of the series
will be at 6:30 on Friday at
Memorial Field here in Kearney.

This past weekend the Loper
softball team traveled down to play
Western New Mexico Highlands
in Silver City, N.M.
The Western New Mexico
softball team used two late rallies
to beat UNK in two games of a
triple-header today, 7-3 and 14-6
(6 innings).
The Lopers won the first game,
6-1, with Western winning
Saturday's contest, 8-1. The
Mustangs are now 22-16 (20-9
RMAC) with the Lopers dropping
to 20-13 (16-11 RMAC).
Loper ace, Fort Collins, Colo.
Junior Amanda Bell took the decision in each contest to be at 14-6
for the season.
A long Saturday, which included the Lopers flying from Denver
to Tucson, Ariz., and then driving
to Western, ended with a seven run
loss.
Bell gave up six earned runs in
the first two innings with Mead
sophomore Ashley Guyle (4.0
innings, no earned runs) having a
strong effort in relief.
Bell bounced back by throwing
a complete game four hitter in the
first game. She fanned six and

walked two in the victory.
At the plate, Lincoln freshman
Alissa Larsen went 2 for 3 with
two RBI's and Bellevue junior
Skye Wakefield was 2 for 4 with
two runs scored.
In the second game of the
triple-header, Western scored five
in the sixth to erase a 3-2 Loper
lead. Omaha junior Kristin
Muehling started the game on the
mound and limited the Mustangs
to two runs and six hits over five
full innings.
Bell started the sixth and
quickly gave up two singles. After
an out, Courtney Reyes hit a two
run triple to give Western the lead
for good. They scored three more
times thanks to three hits and a
walk.
Guyle hit a solo homer in the
second and Omaha senior Allison
Sinnett went 2 for 3.
Finally in the series finale,
Western had an 11-run sixth to
erase a 6-3 deficit and "eight run"
the Lopers.
A four run UNK fifth inning
featured a bases clearing double by
Sinnett (2 for 3). After giving up
two in the first, Bell held Western
to one run over the next four
innings.
However, the Mustangs erupted for 11 runs in their half inning
on eight hits, two errors and two
hit batters. Debbie Yescas (2 for 4,
four RBI) hit a three run homer
early in the inning to start the
rally.
The Lopers softball team will
be in action this weekend against
the RMAC leader Mesa State in
Grand Junction, Colo.
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UNK “racketeers” fall short
Both men’s and women’s tennis teams fall to their opponents
Shannon J. Mathews
Antelope Staff Writer

The UNK tennis team played
some tough matches this week.
Both the men and women fell to
their opponents. The women played
Creighton Sunday, while the men

faced Midwestern State last
Monday.
The women lost to Creighton
9-0, with the closest match in doubles at the no. 2 spot. Kristen
Messbarger and Amanda Longly
lost only 8-6 against Nicole
Thurston and Lindsey Erickson.
The Loper men lost their last
match of the regular season against

Midwestern State. The dual was
added to the schedule just last
weekend and was held at Harmon
Park. William Jacome won at the
no. 1 singles position against 17th
ranked Brett Emerson, but the
team as a whole still lost 8-1. The
Midwestern State team is ranked
no. 29.
Jacome now holds a record of

17-1 for the year. He is ranked second in the region but is not ranked
nationally.
Next weekend the Lopers play
in the RMAC conference tournament. The men are going into the
tournament at the no. 1 seed. The
matches will be held Friday and
Saturday in Pueblo, Colo.

Photo courtesey of Peter Yazvac
William Jacome stirkes back at his opponent.
Jacome was recently named RMAC Player of the Year.

Photo courtesey of Peter Yazvac
Kristen Messbarger comes out swinging as she strives to retutn on her opponent.

A “rough” startup

Summer Rides

UNK golfers work to step-up their game
Melissa M. Hinkley
Antelope Staff Writer

The UNK men’s golf team
began their spring season with a bit
of a rough start. They traveled to
Oklahoma to compete in the ECU
Oak Hills Spring Classic and
ended up placing dead last.“It was
not good,” Chad Freudenberg,
senior of Madison, said. “We got
dead last. It was just the fact that a
lot of the teams were from Texas,
and we had only played for two
weeks. It was raining the whole
time too.
If we go to a tournament down
south, it can be a disadvantage
because the competition is pretty
solid.”
Don’t forget that Nebraska’s
weather has not been conducive to
good rounds of golf and the Loper
men were still searching to replace
their no. one golfer, Marc Moller,
who graduated in December.
“There are some players who
have stepped up in each tournament,” Nick Hodge, sophomore of
Littleton Colo., said. “We are still
working on filling the void. The
spring season is going all right, considering we lost our top player in
December. We have a young team

but we are still ranked in the top
eight in the region.”
Although it looked like it was
going to be a long season for the
UNK men, a few sophomore studs
have stepped up their golf game to
lead the Lopers. Those sophomores
are Hodge and Andy Bednar, of
Sioux Falls, S. D., and they have
provided consistency to the UNK
lineup, playing in every tournament
so far.
“Andy and Nick have stepped
up and played some good golf,”
head coach Dick Beechner said.
“They are capable of filling his
spot.”
On April 2 and 3, the UNK
men tied for 11th as they competed
at the Palm Valley Golf Course in
Goodyear, Ariz. Once again, the
sophomore duo led the way for the
Lopers. Bednar tied for 21st place
with a score of four over par and
Hodge finished the invite in 35th
place.
The other three Lopers to fill in
the lineup were Nick Swaney,
senior of Blair (44th place), Rob
Schaack, senior of South Dakota
(62nd place) and Devon Kastler
(68th place), freshman of Ord.
“We played okay,” Beechner
said. “The reason we haven’t played
well is because our spring season
has not been conducive to golf.”
The men gained some good

experience from traveling down
south and finally had the chance to
come back to compete within their
conference.
On April 9 and 10, the men
competed in the RMAC invite. The
Lopers shot a 54-hole total of 922

“

Andy and Nick have
stepped up and
played some good
golf. They are capable
of filling his [Moller’s]
place.
Dick Beechner
Head Coach, Men’s golf

”

to finish in sixth place in the invite,
which was hosted by Colorado
School of Mines.
“I was a little disappointed,”
Beechner said. “I don’t think we

played up to our capabilities.
The weather was a factor and
we didn’t meet adversity very well.
Weather conditions are an equalizer, and the team is that is mentally
toughest is going to do better.”
The rainy weather conditions
made for some tough rounds of golf
and a tough tournament, but
Bednar and Hodge still competed
well. Bednar led the Loper pack
finishing 12 over par with 32 pars
and seven birdies to give him an
11th place standing. Hodge was 14
over par with 33 pars to give him a
14th place finish. UNK rounded
out their lineup with Kastler (21st
place), Swaney (27th place) and
Preston Foster (33rd place), sophomore of Broken Bow.
“We thought we would play
better,” Hodge said. “Everyone kind
of had a few bad holes and the
weather kind of got us.”
This week is an important week
for the UNK golfers as they travel
to Loveland, Colo. in hopes of
qualifying for the super Regional
tournament in Lakewood, Colo.
“We will have to play good to
qualify for the super regional,”
Beechner said. “I have confidence in
our guys. We have played in the
super regional for the last four
years. Our overall goal is to get to
the national tournament.”
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Mother Nature no match for tracksters
Lisa K. Elson
Antelope Staff Writer

Weather delays didn’t seem to
phase the UNK Track & Field team
this weekend in Emporia, Kan. The
majority of the meet’s events were
originally scheduled for Saturday,
but were rescheduled for Sunday
due to weather. The change had little affect on the Lopers. Individual
performances helped the team
rankings. The women’s team finished in seventh place with 54

points and the men’s team finished
in sixth place with 89 points.
The men’s team was led by
strong performances in the throwing events. Lance Pfeiffer, senior
from Eustis, won the shot put with
a throw of 58 feet 9.5 inches. This
mark exceeds the provisional qualifying mark and puts his name on
the list for the outdoor championship meet.
Finishing behind Pfeiffer in second place was Waco sophomore
Dane Tobey. Tobey threw 56 feet 4
inches in his last throw to put him
above two other throwers who had
passed him up in the finals. Tobey
also placed second in the discus

with a throw of 167 feet 8 inches. “I
would have liked to win the discus,
but I am starting to get the technique down again,” Tobey said.
Both of Tobey’s performances
are above the provisional qualifying
mark for the events and his name
will appear on the provisional qualifying list with Pfeiffer’s. “I was
happy to hit the provisional mark,”
Tobey said.
Fellow throwers Carson Watt,
senior from Wauneta, and Nick
Theis, freshman from Grand
Island, represented the Lopers in
the hammer throw. Watt finished
ninth with a toss of 156 feet 8 inches and Theis followed him in tenth

place with his throw of 155 feet 4
inches. “All things considered, I
thought the meet went really well,”
Watt said. “It is always our toughest
meet of the year and everyone came
out and competed well.”
The Emporia meet has a total of
twelve Division II teams compete.
Theis said, “We had a lot of people
compete really well despite the
tough competition at the meet.”
The men competed strong in
the long jump. Ross Fellows, junior
from Kearney, won the event with a
jump of 22 feet 9 inches.
Teammates, Fremont sophomore
Seth Yount and York sophomore
Spencer Huff finished seventh and

eighth respectively. Their two
jumps were an inch and a half apart.
Also competing in the long jump
was DeWitt junior Brett Shipp.
Shipp finished in tenth place with a
jump of 21 feet .5 inches.
On the women’s side, several
athletes took home first place finishes. Sam Murphy, sophomore
from Franklin, scored eleven points
for the team. Murphy’s top performance was in the shot put. She finished third with a toss of 43 feet
5.25 inches. Murphy threw just
short of 129 feet to place fifth in the
discus. Her last event was hammer
throw where she finished in eighth
place with a throw of 141 feet and 2

inches.
The leader in points for the
women was Kearney sophomore
Kelli Dring. Dring finished third in
the heptathlon on Friday. Sunday,
she jumped 17 feet 11.75 inches in
the long jump and placed second.
Dring’s performances earned the
team 16 points.
Jacquelyn Dibbern, junior from
York, was the only event winner on
the women’s side. She ran the
3,000-meter in a time of 10 minutes 41.29 seconds.
The next meet for the Lopers is
Friday and Saturday in Crete for
the Doane Relays.
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UNK remembers
Virginia Tech
Graphic by Ashley E. Stuhr

A bloody massacre
A timeline of events at Virginia Tech
Compiled by Sean Bottroff
Guest Writer

What seemed like any ordinary
day quickly turned into the deadliest day in school shooting history.
Below is how the unfortunate day
unfolded for the students, faculty
and staff of Virginia Tech.
7 AM, ET- A lone gunman
entered West Amber Johnston Hall,
where one person was killed and
others were wounded throughout
the dormitory.
7:15 AM, ET- The first call to
911 was reported by police.
8 AM, ET- Aimee Kanode, a
freshman from Martinsville, Va.,
who lives on the third floor of West
Ambler Johnston dormitory, told
Fox News that she was notified to
stay in her room by her resident
assistant.
Approximately 9:15 AM, ETGunman entered Norris Hall, the
engineering and science hall, which

consequently added to casualties, as
reported by the university.
9:26 AM, ET- Virginia Tech
sent out a mass e-mail to all students, informing them of the situation.
11:51 AM, ET- The first report
of the shootings was reported,
according to officials at the
Associated Press.
12:32 PM, ET- The first death
toll was announced, a shocking 20
people, according to the Associated
Press. Campus was also said to be
“secure.”
12:43 PM, ET- Virginia Tech
broadcasted a news conference on
CNN. According to CNN, it was
confirmed that the shooter in
Norris Hall was deceased. “Today,
the university was struck with a
tragedy that we consider of monumental proportions,” said Virginia
Tech’s president. CNN officials also
said they had a broadcast, recorded
via cell phone, from shots fired in
front of Norris Hall.
1:09 PM, ET- Updated information was released. Thus far, 20

had been announced dead by a gunman. The gunman had also been
announced dead. The first attack
was at 7:15 a.m., where one person
was killed. Two hours later, at least
19 people were killed at Norris Hall
across campus. The figures already
made it the deadliest day in school
history in the United States.
2:20 PM, ET- Control issues reemerged as a subplot to the issue.
The right for people to bear arms
became an issue once again.
2:40 PM, ET- Associated press
updated the death toll to 31.
CBSNews.com also reported that
information on the gunman was
being released. CBS News reported
that the FBI and the ATF believed
the lone gunman at Virginia Tech
used two handguns. The assailant
was described as a young Asian
male who took his own life. More
details were soon to emerge.
3:31 PM., ET- WSLS News
Channel 10 in Roanoke, Va., had
posted “a jarring clip” featuring gunshots.
5:12 PM., ET- From The Lede,

presented by New York Times
President Charles Steger and Police
Chief W.R. Flinchum of Virginia
Tech, the Norris Hall death toll was
listed at 31, with 17 wounded. The
lone gunman at Norris Hall was a
male who took his own life. At
West Ambler Johnston, a death toll
of two was announced, one male
and one female. The two were killed
in a dormitory room hours before
the second incident. The links
between the shootings at the dormitory and the school building were
still being investigated. No one was
arrested after the incident, and no
suspects had been sought. Victims
at Norris Hall were found at several
locations around the building. Some
doors were chained from the inside.
The names of the victims were not
to be released until families had
been notified and the governor had
declared a State of Emergency.
All
information
obtained
through msn.com
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Campus Ministries
Sending prayers across the states
Jackie Stoltenberg
Guest Writer

Virginia Tech experienced a
school shooting Monday morning
and local campus ministers
respond by sending prayers for
students. Few ministers were out
of town Tuesday.
Wednesday the advanced editing and reporting press team
heard about the tragedy in class
watching CNN. We put together
a comprehensive story and this
story is a comfort piece for the
nation.
Tom
Wilson,
Campus
Lutheran minister, said, in the
next day or so they will have
something to help students at
2715 9th Avenue, the Campus
Lutheran building. He heard the
last count was approximately 31
who had died.
“We are available for counseling and prayer service. We will put
together something soon,” Wilson
said.
Sister Rosemarie Maly, director of the Newman Center
responded that day and she carried out her daily duties. “When I

first heard about it, my initial
reaction was shock,” she said.
“Then I was moved to prayer,”
she said. “We need to be united in
prayer, we need to unite ourselves
in prayer for those who were
affected, such as students, faculty,
administration, family and community,” Sr. Rosemarie said.
She then felt concern for the
students here and felt the need to
find out if they were okay.
“The last thing is my heart just
grieves with all those suffering
with the events from today,” she
said.
A student called Sr. Rosemarie
on the phone and asked if she had
heard the news later that afternoon.
Chi Alpha’s pastors were at a
conference that day, so the woman
who answered the phone said, she
hesitates to speak for them.
Normally, a pastor would answer
these types of questions.
“Speaking for myself, everyone’s
prayers are with them,” she said.
Chi Alpha’s pastors will come
back to Kearney Thursday of this
week. The five local ministers
contacted were unavailable for
comment at press time.

Nationwide prayer
President Bush extends sorrow
Mark Hayden
Guest Writer

Monday morning, the worst
mass shooting in the history of
the United States occurred on
Virginia Tech’s campus in
Blacksburg, Va.
A young man roamed the
campus with two pistols and a
large amount of ammo, killing 32
people, including himself, as well
as wounding a reported 30 more.
This occurrence has left the university in disbelief.
President George W. Bush
had this to say: “Schools should be
places of safety, sanctuary and
learning; when that sanctuary is
violated, the impact is felt in every
American classroom, in every
American community.”
President Bush said he spoke

with Virginia Tech President
Charles Steger and Virginia
Governor Timothy Kaine. “I told
them that Laura and I, and many
across our nation, are praying for
the victims and all the members of
university community who have
been devastated by this terrible
tragedy."
Bush added, “We hold the victims in our hearts and lift them in
our prayers, and we ask a loving
God to comfort those who are
suffering today.”
Monday night, the students of
Virginia Tech held a candlelight
vigil for all of those who suffered
losses and those who were injured
in the massacre.
This event marks almost eight
years to the day when the shootings at Columbine occurred, April
20, 1999.

A
quick
summary
A nation in shock
Gunman opens fire on campus of media findings
Michael W. Gruszcynski
Guest Writer

Monday, the entire nation was
shocked by news of the worst
shooting-spree in American history.
The shooting took place at
Virginia Tech University, located
in Blacksburg, Va. The shooting
began around 7 a.m. Eastern time
in West Ambler Johnston Hall, a
residence hall, according to a press
release from the university. Two
were found shot and killed there.
However, the spree did not end
with the first shooting.

Graphic by Ashley E. Stuhr

The Washington Post reported
that the shooter entered a classroom in Norris Hall short hours
later and proceeded to shoot and
kill a teacher. According to the
report, the shooter continued
shooting at students and other
teachers, killing 30 more and
wounding just as many others.
Tuesday, the Virginia Tech
Police Department identified the
shooter as Cho Seung-Hui, a 23year-old senior English major at
Virginia Tech. Police stated that
ballistics matched at both crime
scenes, and that the weapons used
in the attack included both a 9
mm and .22-caliber pistol.
The fatality count estimated at
least 33 killed, including the
shooter. At least 30 more students
were injured in the attacks. The
Blacksburg Police Department
reported that the shooter was
killed in the second attack,
presumably by suicide.
A statement released
shortly after the attacks,
from Virginia Tech President
Charles Steger,
indicated a high
level of disbelief
at the university.
"The university
was struck today
with a tragedy of monumental
proportions," the statement
read. "The university is
shocked and horrified
that this would befall
our campus."
The news release
stated that the university was working to
offer counseling services

for all students as soon as possible,
as well as accommodations for the
parents of students.
University president Steger
extended his condolences: "I want
to extend my deepest, sincerest
and most profound sympathies to
the families of these victims,
which include students.”
President George W. Bush
made a public statement expressing similar sympathy at 3:15 p.m.,
Monday.
"Today, our nation grieves with
those who have lost loved ones at
Virginia Tech," President Bush
said. "We hold the victims in our
hearts, we lift them up in our
prayers and we ask a loving God
to comfort those who are suffering
today."
The president also offered
assistance in the investigation of
the shootings.
"I've spoke with Governor Tim
Kaine and Virginia Tech
President Charles Steger . . . I told
them that my administration
would do everything possible to
assist with the investigation, and
that I pledged that we would
stand ready to help local law
enforcement and the local community in any way we can during
this time of sorrow," he said.
University president Steger
said the campus police were being
assisted by outside agencies,
including the FBI and state
police, and urged students at the
college to contact their parents.
The campus will be closed for
the rest of the week.

Beverly G. Merrick
Guest Writer

Police apprehended student
Shaozhao-Cui, photo editor of the
Collegiate Times at Virginia Tech,
while he was covering the tragedy at
Norris Hall, saying that his description matched that of the then-suspect, South Korean Cho SeungHui.
Brian Hudson of the
Student Press Law Center,
whose site for college newspapers nationwide is located at
Arlington, Va., reported the
incident, writing that the photo
editor’s camera, camera bag and
two forms of ID were also confiscated while he was covering
the story for the Collegiate
Times.
Reportedly, two police officers first ordered the student
photographer to leave the area.
The paper said Cui was heading
away from the scene when the
officers "changed their minds,"
ordered him to his knees and
handcuffed him.
According to the SPLC
report, one of the officers said
into his radio, "We've got a suspect matching the profile."
Cui was released two hours
later, but without his equipment
and IDs the police had taken
from him.The Collegiate Times
said Cui had taken photos at the
residence hall where two had
been killed just hours before the
Norris Hall shootings, in which
32 students and teachers were
murdered before Hui apparently
killed himself.

The Student Press Law Center
and the Collegiate Times affirm that
the photos and equipment have not
been returned to Cui.
Meanwhile, Adam Goldstein,
SPLC attorney advocate, reported
that “the police had no right to confiscate the camera, and the Collegiate
Times could seek a legal injunction if
authorities do not respond to the
newspaper's requests.” This incident

is reported at www.splc.org.
Cui told the SPLC reporter, "I
can't blame authorities for any of
their actions, and I certainly understand that they need to do what they
feel is best in a dangerous situation.
But as a student journalist, I don't
feel it's appropriate that authorities
continue to hold my camera and my
work without any further explanation."

A excerpt from a Cho Seung-Hui play written for a class.
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What were your reactions to the shootings at Virginia Tech?

“Initially I was shocked when it happened.
I thought man, that could happen here!”

“I think that’s crazy. I heard it was an asian
kid, and I don’t want to be like that.”

“The fact they didn’t take care of the incident
earlier and didn’t send out e-mails until two
hours later is ridiculous. They should have put
the campus on lockdown at 7:30 a.m. when it
first happenend.”

“It scares me and makes me nervous because it
could happen anywhere, especially since it was
on a college campus. I think administration
needs to be ready in case something like this
happens at UNK.”

Daniel Martin
Freshman
Kearney
Education major

Masato Kato
Senior
Japan
Business major

Megan Dobmeier
Junior
Omaha
Management major

Savannah Murphy
Junior
Franklin
Nursing major
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UNK ladies strive to stay SHARP
Elizabeth C. Stevens
Antelope Staff Writer

Women learned how to protect
themselves
from
assailants
Wednesday at SHARP, (Sexual
Harassment
Assault
Rape
Prevention) sponsored by the
Women’s Center and United
Campus Ministries.
Corporal Dawn Adams from
the University of Nebraska at
Kearney Public Safety presented.
She explained that when a woman
is being attacked, her fine motor
skills will shut down, and she must
rely on her gross motor skills for
survival.
“You will only be able to react,”
she said.
Adams explained that survival
stress is the “fight or flight” reaction.
It includes tunnel vision, loss of near
vision, inability to focus, loss of
depth perception and loss of night
vision.

That’s why, Adams explained,
complicated self-defense moves
would be useless. Adams taught a
few self-defense moves that she said
would be easy to remember in a
stressful situation.
Adams explained that the sides
of the neck are vulnerable and that a
strong blow to the right spot will
stun the assailant and may cause
him to become unconscious, allowing time to get away. The outer sides
of the assailant’s thighs are also vulnerable, Adams said. A strong kick
to the nerve will make him unable
to walk, long enough for the victim
to run away.
“The strongest part of a woman’s
body are her hips,” Adams said.
Hips help with kicking, Adams
added. The knees are also a good
place to kick, she said.
Poking the assailant in the eyes
may be the only option to escape,
Adams said. But, she said, the victim will have to poke him hard in
the eyes. If it doesn’t work, she will
be in bigger trouble.
Adams first explained that
women generally fit into four differ-

ent personality profiles: confronta- language can prevent woman from
tional, assertive, defensive, and pas- becoming victims, Adams said.
Standing up straight with the
sive.
A
conhead and chest up and
f rontational
making eye contact as
woman is willwell as establishing a
ing to debate
defiant stance will
create a confident
a n y t h i n g , If something doesn’t
anytime.
appearance, even for
feel right or you are
A
n
a passive woman.
a s s e r t i v e not comfortable
Adams went on
woman pro- where you are . . . get
to offer some defensive verbal responsjects self confidence, expe- out of there
es, must be convincrience and
ing in order to work,
determinashe said. They need
tion.
to be delivered in a
conf rontational
A defentone,
and
the
sive personality is quiet
would-be
victim
and shy. She is Dawn Adams
should not be afraid to
willing to sac- UNK Public Safety
use profanity, Adams
rifice herself,
said.
Assailants
will
but she is also
watch from a casual “surveillance
willing to protest a third party.
A passive woman allows herself point” and pick out a woman who
to be victimized, and this personali- looks like an easy target, Adams
ty type is most often stalked by said.
Often, sex is not the reason men
predators.
Projecting confidence with body rape women, she said. It’s about

“

”

having control over someone.
The stalker will match the victim’s walking speed and find an
ambush point. He will look for witnesses, and then he will enter the
victim’s personal space, Adams said.
Adams also went over some
ways to avoid becoming a victim.
She said staying in crowded areas,
being aware of escape points and
being constantly alert to the surroundings are all part of having a
“prevention mindset.”
“Don’t ignore your intuition,”
Adams said. “If something doesn’t
feel right or you are not comfortable
where you are . . . get out of there.”
Pay attention to those nagging
feelings, Adams said. Acting on that
intuition may save your life, she
said.
Tips from Safety Instructor
Patrick Malone were handed out at
the event as well.
Malone said that women have a
tendency to get into their cars after
work or shopping and just sit there,
balancing a checkbook or making a
list. He strongly advises against this
tendency because it provides the

perfect opportunity for an attacker
to watch the woman and enter the
car.
He said women should lock the
doors and leave as soon as they get
into their cars.
Malone said that it’s important
to look into the car, at the passenger
side floor and the back seat before
entering.
If the car is parked next to a big
van, the woman should enter from
the passenger door because many
serial killers attack their victims by
pulling them into their van.
One of the most emphasized
tips Malone made was that women
should not try to be sympathetic
with strangers. The serial killer Ted
Bundy preyed upon sympathetic
women. He walked with a limp or a
cane and asked for help getting into
his car. That’s how he abducted his
victims.
For more tips on how women
can protect themselves from
becoming victims, contact the
Safety Center.

A fresh approach to
the freshman first year
Siobhan E. Duffy
Antelope Features Writer

Photo by Mike Gruszczynski
“Kevin H. Christ” the man on the fountain preaches his own version
of the Gospel to students.

Sermon at
the Fount
Cory J. Helie
God’s Manatee

Kenesaw and “God’s Favorite
son” who would share only his first
name, “Kevin,” graced our beautiful
campus once again on Tuesday.
If you are unfamiliar with this
man, he is the “more than holy” man
who walks by water as he slams
everyone who is not on the waiting
list to Heaven.
At approximately 12:00 p.m.
this man was preaching to a crowd
of three as he began insulting people
whom he claimed were full of sin.
Then, to Kevin’s dismay, a man
dressed in an ape suit promoting
Campus Kitchen stepped in to back
up the students of UNK.
The ape hugged him and tried to
explain to him that he is saying his
message in the wrong way. Kevin
began to yell at the ape calling him
“the missing link.”
As the argument went on so did
the number of people showing up to
see the spectacle of the preacher
man, who was most definitely
unable to reach any of his listeners
in a positive manner.
Then a man stepped up to show
the man The Way.
Kevin referred to the student as
Quicksilver, but many of the students at the fountain, simply called
him a leader.
Matthew Sallman, a Jun. from

Belleville, Kan., engaged in a conversation with Kevin as he began
condemning specific denominations
and groups of people such a homosexuals and people of color to Hell.
Using verses from the Bible to
back up each point Sallman made,
the crowd found it hard to believe
any of the points that Kevin was
throwing at the group.
Discussion continued as other
students from campus Christian
ministries spoke up to help the students realize the fallacies in Kevin’s
presentation.
By 1:30 p.m., roughly 100 students gathered to observe the spectacle.
Students with bongos, guitars,
post-it notes, low-cut shirts and an
ape costume joined in to attempt to
stop Kevin from preaching about
how all women should be in the
kitchen cooking and bearing children while any person of color will
be feeling the flame of Satan.
While the group and support of
our student ministers grew, the pressure on Kevin began intensifying, as
he made more disheartening
remarks.
As time went by and more students became interested in the situation, Kevin finally had to leave the
fountain and keep preaching elsewhere.
Unfortunately UNK had not
filled the fountain with water, or
Kevin very well could have walked
across it as a shortcut home.

The first year away at college is
an amazing time in a student’s life.
He or she is free from parental control and supervision and is able to
experience new things and grow as
a person.
There are many different
resources available to help students
adjust to college life. One of these is
the First Year Experience Program
at the University of Nebraska at
Kearney.
In addition to helping students
adjust to college life, the First Year
Program aims to help students
improve their oral and written communications skills. Students in the
First Year Program undergo a writing assessment at the beginning and
end of the fall semester.
All students in the First Year
Program begin the semester with a
common experience. This comes in
the form of the Common Ground
Reading Seminar. When students
sign up for a First Year class in the
summer, they are all given a copy of
the book “Original Wisdom,” by
Robert Wolff.
The students, faculty and peer
leaders all read the same book. On
August 25 the students will meet in
their First Year instructors, peer
leaders and classmates. They will
have lunch together and discuss the

To find a congregation that might
fit you be sure to check in to:
•Campus Crusade for Christ
•Campus Lutheran
•Christian Challenge
•Christian Student
Fellowship
•Cooperative Campus
Ministries
•Fellowship of Christian
Athletes
•The Gathering Place
•Good Shepherd Campus
Ministry
•The Navigators
•Newman Center
•Roger Williams Fellowship
•United Campus Ministries
•University Lutheran Chapel
www.unk.edu/student life/student_org/index.-?id=1855

RETIREMENT RECEPTION
FOR Robert Cocetti
WHAT: OPEN HOUSE
WHEN: Friday, April 20, 2007
3 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.
WHERE: LIBRARY/MITCHELL CENTER, UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA
AT KEARNEY

Please join us!!

book. This will allow students to
meet everyone before classes actually start. They can also address any
questions or concerns they have
about the first day of classes.
The First Year Program also
helps students become familiar with
library resources and engage in crit-

be a junior or senior who has completed at least 24 hours of coursework at University of Nebraska at
Kearney and, although not required,
it is recommended that the Student
Peer Leader is either a major or
minor in the academic area he or
she serves in as a SPL.

The goals of the First Year Program:

- Acclimate students to the UNK academic culture
- Promote higher-order skills that will aid them
in his/her scholarly endeavors
- Develop responsible individuals
- Create career competency
- Cultivate cultural awareness
- Intensify intellectual curiosity
- Give a foundation for clear thinking and
expression
- Read intelligently in fields with which an
educated person ought to be acquainted
- Foster a commitment and responsibility to
the UNK community
- Encourage an energetic and thoughtful
approach to challenges of contemporary life
- Make awareness of his/her place in the global
society
www.unk.edu/firstyear
ical thinking and problem solving.
Freshman students, when enrolling
for classes, have the option of signing up for a First Year Experience
class. Each First Year class has a
regular instructor and a Student
Peer Leader. (SPL).
The SPL is a University of
Nebraska at Kearney student who
has a GPA of 3.5 or above, has
demonstrated leadership qualities,

The SPL works with his or her
First Year Faculty member to help
the students in the class. The
Student Peer Leader serves as an
extra resource for the First Year students.
The SPL is a role model for the
younger students. He or she helps
students become adjusted to college
life by encouraging attendance at
campus events, organizing activities

for students, as well as helping with
academic difficulties.
Amber Lewis, a University of
Nebraska at Kearney senior from
O'Neil, will serve as a SPL for an
Expository Writing class this fall.
She says, “I think the transition
from high school into college is a
difficult one.
“I would have loved to have had
someone support me in that transition academically and socially, and I
really look forward to helping students make that transition successfully.”
Heather Shotkoski served as a
SPL this past year for an Expository
Writing class and will be participating again this fall. She says, “I am an
education major, so it has been beneficial to me to see things from
more of a ‘teacher’ perspective. It
gives me a real-world lesson in
teaching.”
The First Year Faculty members
are also an important part of the
program. In addition to teaching
the regular course material, they
also help students make the transition from high school to college.
They do simple things like give
study tips, and also help students
navigate the often challenging academic world of college life.
The 12 First Year classes for the
Fall 2007 semester. are in the
departments of English, History,
Family Studies and Interior Design,
Sociology, Social Work, Spanish,
Speech and Physical Education.
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Cruel Intentions in Kearney
Stephanie M. Ellington
Antelope Managing Editor

Have you ever seen “Cruel
Intentions?” If so, did you ever wonder where the storyline came from?
Mon. April 16 marked the final
dress rehearsal for “Les Liasons
Dangeruses,” directed by Jack
Garrison. Curtain call was at 7:30
p.m. in the Miriam Drake Theatre
in the Fine Arts Building.
The cast included (in order of
appearance): Jenna Johannsen/La
Marquise de Merteuil, Bobbie
Ridennour/ Mme. De Volanges,

Cecile Volanges/Jordan Litherland,
Major-domo/David Hostenpillar,
Le Vicomte de Valmont/ Jackob
Enzminger, Azolan/Ryan Hruza,
Mme. De Rosanmonde/Elizabeth
Doxtator-Morenberg,
La
Presidente de Tourvel/Chelsa
Petska, emilie/Krystine Hoefer, Le
Chevalier Danceny/ Tyler Jack
Kaufman.
The central plot of this production was the scandal that La
Marquise de Mereutil and Le
Viconte de Valmont had plotted
against Cecile Volanges and Le
Chevalier Danceny.
The two planned to keep Cecile
and Danceny apart.
Scenes and set were put togeth-

er to create an emotional tie to the
characters and their surroundings.
Each scene was designed around
a specific room and within that
room specific furniture was spaced
perfectly so the stage was illuminated with lighting in the right spots.
The costumes used in this performance set the time period and
seemed very nicely planned out.
The costumes were elaborate
and seemed very fitting for a piece
of this nature.
During the performance there
was one 15 min. intermission and in
that time the cast prepared for the
second part of the show.
The first part of the show was
encapsulating as the audience

Photo by April D. Ref ior
Emilie (Krysine Hoefer) and Le Vicomte de Valmont ( Jakob Enzminger) plot their next move in
Christopher Hampton’s play Les Liaisons Dangereuses. The play will run April 18-22.

struggled to figure out what was
going to happen to the loving couple of Cecile and Danceny.
Cecile was being seduced by
Valmont in a lavious way to carry
out the plan he had devised with
Mereutil to come between and ultimately destroy Cecile’s and
Danceny’s relationship.
Throughout the show many
aspects came into play along the
lines of seduction. There were
numerous taunting elements which
the cast invoked on while entertaining the audience.
Sexual tension was felt by the
audience as the plot unfolded.
There was chemistry found
between Valmont and Mereutil as

Johannsen and Enzminger brought
devious personalities to each of
these characters.
The plot had with it a sweet
reward for Valmont, as he would
have Mereutil for one night if they
succeeded in their plan.
The other stickingly obvious
attraction between the characters
was that of Valmont and Tourvel as
they were mesmerized by each
other in every single scene where
the two were present.
It was clear that throughout the
story Valmont had taken pity upon
the damsel. This became apparent
to the audience through eye content
and body language which Valmont
and Tourvel displayed with great

eloquence.
Overall the production was
mind-boggling and kept the attention of the audience up to the last
line of dialogue.
The most gripping aspect of the
show was the sword fight toward
the end of the production.
The chilling fight was between
Valmont and Danceny. This was the
climax of the production and
brought a devastating conclusion to
the storyline.
Standing ovations are given to
all ten of the actors as they travel on
their long and glorious road of perpetual theatrical satisfaction.

Photo by April D. Ref ior
Cecile Volanges ( Jordan Litherland) seeks comfort from La Marquise de Merteuil ( Jenna Johannsen) after a
long night of unexpected events.

Photo by April D. Ref ior
Cecile Volanges ( Jordan Litherland) weeps as she tells La Marquise de Merteuil ( Jenna Johannsen) about the unexpected events that happened the night before with Le Vicomte de Valmont ( Jakob Enzminger). The play,
Les Liaisons Dangereuses, is being shown at the Miriam Drake Theatre April 18-22 at 7:30 p.m.
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How Green is Our Campus?
First Year Program assesses recycling options at UNK
UNK First Year Program
Guest Writers
Dr. Bob Murphy - Faculty Advisor
for the Program’s “green project”
Dr. Kate Benzel - Program Director
Kristi Bryant - Program Assistant
Director:

This year, UNK’s First Year
Program (FYP) took an environmental initiative, stemming from
their reading of Robert Wolff ’s
Original Wisdom.
The book tells the story of an
aboriginal people in a remote region
of Malaysia who live simply and
harmoniously with the jungle that is
their home.
This book served as a focal point
to help students develop critical
thinking skills including environmental consciousness: how to be
more aware of and help sustain the
environment.
FYP students decided their
highest priority project would be
recycling: the reprocessing of waste
materials to make new products.
Specifically, they wanted to learn
about attitudes and opportunities
for recycling across the UNK campus.
They brought in other student
groups by creating a network called
“Green UNK,” or GUNK for short:
“…a student coalition concerned
about the quality of our environment and the conservation of our
natural resources.”
GUNK developed a questionnaire survey about recycling to be
distributed by email to a random
sample of students, staff, and faculty.
GUNK also mapped the distribution of bins on campus for recycling aluminum, plastic bottles,
paper, glass, and other materials.
The email survey included seven

Recyc ling oppor tunities
How do UNK campus
f acilities ra te?
Following
ollowing is a summary
summary of
cr oss-campus av
av ailability
of recy
ecyc
c
ling
bins,
based on
r
GUNK’s
s
mapping
project.
GUNK’
project.

questions (see sidebar). Of 818 persons who responded, 39% were students who resided on campus, 47%
were off-campus students, 6% were
staff, and 8% were faculty.
About 87% of respondents felt
that recycling is important for conserving natural resources, but less
than half said they regularly participated in recycling.
This difference may
be reflected in part by
the generally held
belief that opportunities for recycling are limited
a
t
UNK;
only 18%
indicated the
current
level of
recycling
on campus
was satisfactory.
Respondents
indicated that bins for recycling
plastic bottles and paper were highest priority needs. Most felt that a
campus recycling program offered
opportunities for student service
and leadership.
Incentives, competitions, and
recycling drives were collectively
considered to be the best strategy
for encouraging participation in
recycling; increased awareness
through education was considered
second best.
Respondents also could submit
comments related to each question
of the survey. About 650 such comments were received. Again, a frequently expressed thought was that
there was a shortage of recycling
bins on campus, both in numbers
and types (see sidebar).
In general, the university community members who responded

Excellent – bins are widely
available for all recyclable
materials: Thomas Hall
Good - bins are moderately
available for paper, plastic, aluminum, sometimes glass: most
residence halls, Copeland Hall

indicated they would participate
more in recycling if more opportunities were available. However,
some residence halls and Thomas
Hall already seem engaged in recycling of at least several types of
materials, apparently because certain individuals consistently drive
efforts there.
Many respondents felt that
recycling bins should be
clearly identified and
placed next to
any trash can.
S o m e
respondents were
unaware
of
what recycling was,
that any
recycling
opportunities
currently
are available
on campus, or
that the city had
a recycling program. Some questioned the
importance of recycling,
some thought it was too expensive
or took too much time, and a few
commented that recycling might
create more environmental problems than it resolved.
Conversely, other respondents
indicated that education and information on recycling are badly needed on the campus; some thought
education may even be more important than the activity of recycling.
An
unplanned extension of this
project was the opportunity to visit
with the City of Kearney about
their local recycling program.
Sorting of materials by participants
is simpler than in most other city
recycling programs.
Curbside recycling is a free service and there are two pickups

Fair - some bins for aluminum;
spotty recycling of cardboard
or paper: Bruner, Education,
Founders,
Communications
Center, General Services,
Ockinga, Otto Olsen (east end),
Student Affairs, Welch, West
Center, Library

monthly. The city’s recycling center
currently is upgrading and expanding its facilities to sort and pack
recyclables more efficiently.
The center staff extends an open
invitation to the UNK community
to visit and learn about the facility.
City officials indicate some willingness to work with UNK on a
campus recycling program. Past
such efforts have failed, however,
apparently because no mechanism
was in place at the university to sustain a consistent, year-to-year
effort.
Large, centralized containers for
recyclables are expensive (about
$6000 each) and placement of such
containers at UNK by the city
apparently has been unrewarding.
The containers were underused and
students emptied trash into the
containers especially at the end of
the school year when there tends to
be a trash glut. To make a cooperative program successful, education
and oversight are needed on campus.
The survey questionnaire and
campus mapping were completed
by the end of the fall semester.
FYP is active only during fall,
but it was felt that results should be
summarized and reported in the
academic year. Earth Day – April
22 – seemed an appropriate time to
do so.
Next year’s FYP will interpret
results and consider follow-up initiatives, perhaps with the rest of the
campus community.
In the end, the campus community must decide whether to make
any changes in how recycling is
approached at UNK. If increased
effort is the consensus, the campus
community must identify strategies
and responsibilities to make it happen in an effective and sustained
way.

Poor – almost no recycling bins
available: Cope Stadium/Foster
Field, Cushing/HPER, Fine
Arts/Annex, Student Union

Find the project s comprehensive summary report including
complete questionnaire results and respondents comments at
the First Year Program s web page, under UNK s website.

How does the UNK
comm unity fee l about
r ecyc ling on campus?
Seven questions were
asked by GUNK via email,
then
summarized
by
Opinio software.
Of those sampled, 818 students, staff, and faculty
responded.
To see all the details, refer
to UNK’s First Year
Program web page.
“Recycling is important for
conserving the natural
resources of future generations.”
Disagree/strongly disagree
4%
Agree/strongly agree
87%
(In between)
9%
“Indicate your personal
level of involvement in
recycling”
Almost never or seldom
27%
Frequently to daily
45%
(In between)
28%
“Which of the following do
you recycle regularly?”
Aluminum
80%
Plastic bottles
60%
Glass bottles
25%
Paper products
59%
“Are you satisfied with the
current level of recycling
on campus?”
Dissatisfied/somewhat so
38%
Satisfied/somewhat so
18%
(In between)
37%

Considerable credit is due
to many FYP students who
engaged in brainstorming
sessions, worked through
drafts of questionnaires, formulated the idea of “GUNK”
and drafted its mission statement, and led the mapping of
recycling facilities on campus.

“How would you increase
the opportunity for recycling on campus? Provide
more containers for…
(check only two)”
Aluminum
23%
Plastic bottles
33%
Glass bottles
8%
Paper products
32%
“How would you encourage
recycling on campus?”
Increase awareness through
on-campus print media
19%
Weekly cleanups by student,
staff, faculty groups
16%
Incentives programs, competitions, recycling drives
33%
Mandatory recycling
15%
Prohibit nonrecyclable food
and beverage containers
16%
“Do you agree or disagree
with the following statement?: Coordination of a
campus recycling program
provides significant opportunities for students to
develop and demonstrate
community service and
leadership”
Disagree/strongly disagree
8%
Agree or strongly agree
64%
(In between)
22%
Don’t know
7%

UNK First Year Program
Dr. Bob Murphy - Faculty
Advisor for the Program’s
“green project”
Dr. Kate Benzel - Program
Director
Kristi Bryant - Program
Assistant Director:
Several student organizations and individual students
also helped with the project:
Residence Hall Association,
Wildlife Society, Phi Kappa
Phi, plus students from
Sociology, Recreation and
Park
Management
and
Biology.

Thanks!

Phi Eta Sigma inducts 115 new
On Apri 15, the Kearney chapter of Phi Eta Sigma national freshman honor society hosted their
annual induction of new members.
This year, 113 new freshman
initiates and two honorary faculty
initiates were welcomed into the
PES, the largest and oldest freshman honor societ.y.
The ceremony consisted of a
welcome by chapter president,
Kristen Day, followed by a catered
luncheon, an exortation by guest
speaker and honorary faculty, Dr.
Linda VanIngen, and the addresses
from the officers and the chapter
advisor, Dr. Robert Luscher.
After the initiate induction was
complete, Dr. Luscher and Day dismissed the crowd of supportive
fmaily and friends with closing
remarks.

Freshman Initiates
Patrick Ackerman
Aimee Adams
Amanda Baete
Leah Bartek
Jeremy Bauer
Mandi Behn
Brittany Nichole Bengtson
Tara Beveridge
James Bird
John Blecha
Jacqueline Blunck
Crystal Bonin
Abby Breuer
Brittany Brown
Matthew Buchanan
Krista Burgland
Benjamin Burklund
Katherine Bush
Scott Carlin
Abbie Cassidy
Emily Christen
Alyssa Cook
Rebecca Ann Da Cruz
Kara Dacey
Rebekah Davis
Photo by Lindsay D. Schluntz
PES President Kristen Day
(right) welcomes Brandon
Benitz , Assistant to the Dean of
Student Life as an honorary
member of Phi Eta Sigma.
Honorary members are nominated by current PES members
and voted on to make the final
candidate selections.

Tara Davis
Brittiney DePoy
Samantha Dorothy
Derek Eckhoff
Sergio Esquivel
Anna Marie Fagot

Photo by Lindsay D. Schluntz
PES President Kristen Day
(right) welcomes Dr. Linda
VanIngen, history professor, as
an honorary member of Phi Eta
Sigma.
Dr. VanIngen also served as the
keynote speaker for the event
follwoing the luncheon.

Tyler Fletcher
Becky Fusby
Jenny S. Fusby
Kayla Anne MacKenzie Gehle
Megan Gengenbach
Casey Glatter
Laura Goracke
Mark Grimes
Cari Gruszczynski
Adam Haag

Kathleen Hall
Kirsten Marie Haman
William Hayward
Erin Hoban
Nicole Angela Hoffmann
Elizabeth Howell
Matthew Ingersoll
Emily Jerabek
Katie Johnson
Kamille Jorgenson
Courtney Kadlecek
Tara Kennedy
Tanner Kircchner
Ashley Lawton
Rachael Lentz
Kara Lenz
Jared Loschen
Bradley Luce
Alexis Luther
Julia Lyons
Daniel Martin
Megan McClure
Molly McFarland
Jordan McNitt
Clay McPeak

Rachel McPherson
Amanda Miller
Carrie Miller
Caprice N. Miner
Anatole Mirasano
Brian Moser
Casey Nelsen
Emily Nesbitt
Amanda Nielsen
Janae Nienhueser
Kaitlyn Noone
Nana Onoue
Josiah Parker
Danielle Penner
Nicole Peters
Elizabeth Petto
Sheila Piknelman
Julie Polk
Jewell Rupprecht
Rachel Schemm
Angie Schieffer
Emily Schieffer
Rebekah Schimonitz
Brittany Schmidt
Kristen Schwarzlander
Momoko Sekiguchi
Nicole Shaffer Stephanie Shank

Brooke Sherwood

Photo by Lindsay D. Schluntz
Phi Eta Sigma faculty advisor,
Dr. Robert Luscher (right)
greets new PES initiate Megan
E. Smith after awarding her with
a certificate and pin.

Jed Smith
Megan E. Smith
Megan M. Smith
SHeather Sullivan
Yuko Suto
Jennifer Swirczek
Frank Thiel
Melissa Thoene
Elizabeth Thomas
Jennifer Unick
Evan Volzke
Brandon James Wagner
Ashley Wegener
Jordan Westengaard
Charles Whitten
Danielle Wuest
Matthew Young
Honorary Members
Brandon Benitz
Dr. Linda VanIngen
Faculty Advisor: Dr.Robert Luscher
Senior Advisor: Kristina Hubl-Selvage

President: Kristen Day
Vice President: Colby Bartlett
Secretary: Heather Shotkoski
Treasureer: Celeste Lempke
Historian: Jessica Niemeyer
Phi Eta Sigma is a national
honor society inspired by the past
and dedicated to the future whose
goal is to encourage and reward academic excellence among freshmen
in institutions of higher learning
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Celebrating spring flowers
WASH AWAY
YOUR
LIBRARY
FINES...
simply by supporting
Campus Kitchens!

JAK and NCN sponsor the Sakura festival
yozakura.
During the hanami session, Ayae
Mori demonstrated Japanese calligraphy, and Yuto Hatakeyama and
Takaaki Inaba, demonstrated a
Japanese national sport called sumo.
Jayne Heimer, International
Student Ministry Coordinator said,
“I enjoyed Sakura Festival very
much.”
Heimer has had the experience
of celebrating hanami in Japan.
“Sakura is very beautiful. In the

Sean Takahashi
Antelope Photo Staff
Guest Writer

WHEN:
April 15th - 21st
(National Library Week)

WHAT TO BRING:*
To waive fines up to $5:
shampoos, conditioners, bar
soaps (3 pack), deodorants,
toothpastes, toothbrushes,
toilet paper, facial tissues,
paper towels, baby wipes,
disposable razors, hand
lotions, laundry detergents,
dryer sheets, dish soaps or
kitchen cleansers.
To waive fines up to $10:
small packages of diapers
or pull-ups

WHERE:
Bring the items for donation
to the library circulation
desk and your fines will be
cleared!
Additional donations of
supplies will be accepted.
*All supplies should be new

Japanese Association at Kearney
( JAK) and the National Collegiate
Network (NCN) Foundation sponsored the sakura festival at UNK
Saturday, April 14th at the Ockinga
auditorium.
Sakura means “cherry tree blossom” in Japanese. The sakura is the
national flower of Japan.
Japanese often give parties, or
hanami, around this time of year,
during which attendees enjoy looking at sakura flowers and sharing
traditional foods and drinks. The
continuation of the festival into the
evening is called yozakura.
Jerald
Fox,
director
of
International
Education
and
Associate Professor of Modern
Languages, said there are about 40
cherry trees on the campus, 32 of
which were planted in 2004.
Some of these trees are planted
on both sides of the road in front of
Welch Hall. Fox said, “Someday as
you drive along, there will be many
cherry trees together.”
This year, three new trees will be
planted. However, due to the possibility of ice storms, the planting

Photo by Sean Takahashi
Yuto Hatakeyama and Takaaki Inaba demonstrated sumoa Japanese
national sport, at the sakura festival at UNK.
date has been pushed back about
two weeks later than originally
planned.
Akihiro Sakai, president of JAK
said, “Sakura blossom means relationship and friendship among us.”
He is thankful that there is the
presence of cherry trees in UNK.
“Because there are cherry trees
planted on campus, we have a very
good proof of the presence of
Japanese students in UNK,” Sakai
said.

Blended couples’
comments
Sarah E. Schreiter
Antelope News Staff

The Office of Multicultural
Affairs and Asian-American
Student Association hosted a
panel discussion on interracial dating and friendships Monday in the
Ponderosa Room of the Nebraskan
Student Union.
Six panel members, consisting
of two married couples and one set
of friends, were asked questions
about their families’ reactions to
their relationships, reactions of the
public, and what brought them
together. Answers were honest
and candid.
Bryan and Monica Mueller
grew up in Holdrege, Neb., which
Monica described as “a small town
with no diversity.” Even though
the town didn’t contain many
members of a minority group, the
two didn’t remember a time when
they had been condemned for their
interracial relationship.
The only difficulty the couple
had experienced was after they
agreed to say “I do.”
“You don’t hear ‘Monica
Mueller’ and think, ‘Oh, she’s

Hispanic.’ My heritage is important to me, and I had a difficult
decision to make [on whether or
not to have a hyphenated surname],” said Monica.
Justin Teeters and Esequiel

“

Seeing other people
embrace their
ethnicity makes me
proud
of
being
Japanese.

Yoko Fukasama
UNK graduate student

”

Ramirez spoke about becoming
friends while on the soccer team at
Lexington High School.
Teeters said that his family had
been accepting of his friends, and
that his friends liked his mom,
“because she makes them eat
before they leave [when visiting].”
“The only difference is the pig-

ment of skin, and the fact that
they’re cooler because they can
speak another language,” said
Teeters.
Racial issues at a young age
were brought out during the open
question and answer session.
Bridgette Swenson mentioned
being at McDonald’s with her sister and niece during a particular
Happy Meal promotion.
The toys being offered for girls
were Bratz dolls, and after the
cashier had specifically given the
black doll to Swenson’s niece, her
niece refused to take it. She then
asked for a white doll.
“My sister started thinking we
should buy her black dolls, to
encourage her to think that black
is beautiful,” said Swenson.
Yoko Fukasawa, a graduate student in attendance at the event,
said that she enjoyed the information from the panel.
“It helps us remember that we
are all human beings. Race isn’t an
issue. I am glad to be able to meet
people from different background
while I’m here in the United
States.
Seeing other people
embrace their ethnicity makes me
proud of being Japanese,” said
Fukasawa.

According to Fox, a positive
aspect of planting cherry trees on
campus is that”…when they [individuals on the UNK campus] look
at them, they will know the reason
why they [the cherry trees] were
planted: [to reflect] the relationship
between students of Japan and
UNK.”
In order to create the sakura festival to be as authentic as possible,
JAK divided the occasion into three
sessions: speeches, hanami, and

Photo by Sean Takahashi
Japanese student Ayae Mori created a huge wall painting of Japanese
calligraphy to celebrate the springtime celebration of sakura.

Int’l grocery store
open on 13th Street
Shannon J. Matthews
Antelope Staff Writer

With the growing number of
international students attending
UNK, the Kearney community is
supporting the expansion with
new businesses. Theo’s on 13th is
one business where international
students can find products similar
to the food back home.
Opening last October, Theo’s
on 13th is not a grocery store typically found in Kearney, Neb. It is
not only a grocery store with specialty foods from around the
world, but also a place with a calm
atmosphere to relax and enjoy coffee and desserts.
Theo’s on 13th began with a
mother and daughter team, Corliss
Sullwold, and Christa Britton.
Sullwold has worked with international students for awhile as the
International Student Advisor at
UNK. She understood how the
students would miss the food back
home and have a hard time finding
native ingredients in Kearney.
“The international students
would have to go to Omaha and
Lincoln to try and find ingredients.
That gets hard for them, because
only a few have cars,” Sullwold
said.
While Theo’s on 13th carries
many products international students would enjoy, there is an

opportunity for everyone to take
advantage of this new business. If a
recipe calls for a hard to find ingredient, Theo’s on 13th may have
exactly what you are looking for.
“Our clientele is not just inter-

would like to try again.
With
summer
quickly
approaching, Theo’s on 13th will be
offering new specials and provide a
lighter selection for the season.
Theo’s is currently offering bever-

Photo by Jason J. Gould
UNK music student, Mai Shibahara, not only sings, but also makes
sushi at the international grocery store Theo’s on 13th.

national students. We have a good
local base, and some of the UNK
faculty are regulars,” Sullwold said.
Today, because people are
always traveling, being exposed to
new food is becoming more exciting to many people. Theo’s on 13th
offers new types of cooking with
ingredients and lunch specials that
you may have enjoyed once and

BORED?

Read

[traditional Japanese ] song ‘Sakura’
it said sakura is kind of like a cloud,
or mist. And that is what it looks
like. Cherry trees are covered with
white, and in some places pink,
flowers. They look like pink clouds
or pink mist, so that was really pretty.”
For Japanese students, the successful event was a reminder of their
own culture, and for non-Japanese
students, it was a good opportunity
to learn about another culture.

Photo by Jason J. Gould
Lovely interior designs make a unique atmosphere at Theo’s on 13th.

ages and groceries from Europe,
Asia, the Middle East and South
Asia, but they are expanding.
“Within the next couple of
weeks we will be providing Kosher
products for the Jewish community,” Britton said.
The women are constantly
gathering ideas for new products
and ideas.
“We travel as much as we can.
We collect ideas wherever we go,
even if it is just to Omaha or outside of the United States,” Sullwold
said.
Britton has always loved to
cook and takes advantage of that
opportunity with her business.
“I love to entertain and now I
get to do it everyday,” Britton said.
Theo’s on 13th is ready to begin
their first summer with the
Kearney community. Enjoyable
treats, specials and beverages can
be expected.

Keep the Antelope in mind as you plan
your schedule for next semester!
Nothing to do between classes?
Why not read the Antelope?

Sign up for JMC 350
YOU could write articles for news, sports or features;
work on the advertising staff; or be an
events and sports photographer!
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The Big Event a BIG success
Approx.375 volunteers offer services at 15 different locations
Chris Hein
Guest Writer

Approximately 375 participants
volunteered for The Big Event, a
day of community service held on
Saturday, March 31.
Volunteers consisted of students, faculty and staff at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney.
After the kick-off celebration,
which which took place at 9:00
a.m. in Cushing
Coliseum,
B i g
Event
volunteers
began
the
46
community service
projects at
various locations across
Kearney.
Among the
locations were
Kearney
Area
H u m a n e
Society, Kearney Area Children's
Museum, Hastings Motorsports

Park, Habitat for Humanity,
the Archway and Second
Avenue from 48th to 56th
Streets, picking up litter.
Chris Hein, a UNK
psychology major from
David City and cochair of The Big
Event
executive
team, said that
preparation for
The Big Event
went according
to plan.
T h e
number
of project sites
this
year
increased by about 15
from the inaugural Big
Event last year, and the
number of volunteers
increased by approximately 100 people.
“...The
Kearney
community is definitely going to see the
impact of all the
work the UNK volunteers will get
done,” Hein said.
On the national level, The Big
Event is one of the largest studentrun community service efforts, an
annual event at more than 70 uni-

versities across the country.
Recently, one of the sponsors
of The Big Event, the
University
of
Oklahoma,
organized
5,000 volunteers
across
162
project sites.
Vo l u n t e e r s
for The Big
Event at UNK participated in service
projects that benefitted nonprofit organizations and individuals in the
Kearney
area.
Whether it
was landscaping
at a city park, or painting a fence for a senior
citizen,
volunteers
engaged in a variety of
community service projects.
Hein said The Big Event
drew a number of students to
participate because of their
desire to get involved in the
community, as well as the diverse
project options they can choose
from.
“The Big Event gives students
the chance to do a variety of things

from doing yard work for the elderly, to painting signs, to working
with children, so volunteers aren't
stuck doing just one type of community service. They can pick and
choose exactly what they want to
do,” Hein said.
Some of the projects secured for
The Big Event this year included
washing windows at Kearney
Manor, painting faces for children
at the Kearney Area Children's
Museum, and doing yard work at
St. Luke's Countryside Villa and
for various senior citizens in the Kearney
area.
Hein said the
primary goal of
The Big Event
executive team
is to “give
back to the
Kearney
community and
l e t
them
know
that
we
appreciate all the
help and support that
they continue to give to the

UNK community from year to
year.” Hein said
The Big Event
serves as a big “thank
you” to the Kearney
community for its
assistance
to
UNK.
“ Ever y
year,
the
Kearney
commun i t y
gives a

tremendous
amount of support
to UNK and its students,
and it isn't often that we get
the chance to thank the community
as a whole. The Big Event is a great
way for students to all come together on one special day to make their
appreciation known to the community,” Hein said.
Other members of The Big
Event’s executive team included
Morgan Kenney, an organizational
communication major from Bonner
Springs, Kan.; Angela Reynolds, a
business administration major from

Wood River; Joel Hochstein, a
social sciences education major
from Hartington; and Luke
Saulsberry, an organizational communication major from
Auburn.
Kenney cochaired the
t e a m
along with
Hein, while
Reynolds and
Hochstein were
in charge of sponsorship,
and
Saulsberry handled
activities.
To learn more about
The Big Event at UNK,
visit
www.unk.edu/thebigevent, email the executive
team
at
unkbigevent@gmail.com or call
(402) 270-0967 for more information.
Photos courtesy of Douglass Haas
Students take action in many
community service activities in a
variety of locations in and
around Kearney as a part of
The Big Event.

To all of the Big Event
volunteers, coordinators and workers:

A GINORMOUS

goes out to each of you
for willingly dedicating
your time and energies
towards improving the
Kearney community.

To

the

BIG

Event

Organizers and volunteers:
Stephanie Leever, Megan

Michaud, Brooke McGee,
Jenny

Sullivan,

Sampugnara,

Maria

Brigham

Becker, Josh Palu, and
Danny McCaslin

We appreciate you so much
for giving your time and

efforts to clean windows for

the elderly and disabled
residents

Manor.

of

Kearney

Your thoughtful-

ness meant so much to

everyone. Thanks again!
The

Kearney

Agency

Housing

Big Event Volunteers
I just wanted to write and
tell you how great the guys
were. They worked as a team
and got things done quickly
once they got started. And
they even swept the storage
unit out for me. The manager was very happy, because
all he had left was a little
dust to blow out. I really
appreciate all the help. I
couldn't have done it without
you guys.
Thank you,
Rebecca Scaggs-Smith

