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Students at UNK reported three 
sexual assaults in 2010, according to 
unofficial statistics provided by director 
of police and parking services Michelle 
Hamaker.

Up from zero reported sexual of-
fenses in 2009, the three sexual assaults 
in 2010 mark the high-
est number of reported 
assaults at UNK since 
four were reported in 
2008. UNK’s 2010 
statistic ties the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at 
Lincoln’s three report-
ed sexual offenses in 
2009, and exceeds the 
one reported sexual 
assault at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha.

The increase does not confirm a 
trend, but the university can expect to 
see more reports in years to come, Ha-
maker said.

“Just because you see a spike, I 
don’t know we’re necessarily seeing a 
trend of more, it just might mean we are 
having more reported,” she said.

“Over the next year, I would antici-
pate we might see that numbers staying 
at what we consider a high level of re-
porting, because we will be coming out 
with a lot more education and trying to 
be more proactive in helping individu-
als in that situation.”

From the 2009 data through 2007, 
UNK reported five sexual offenses, 
which tied for the highest at the three 
University of Nebraska schools. UNL 
reported five sexual offenses over the 
same period, and UNO reported four, 
despite a student enrollment of 24,100 
at UNL, and 15,400 at UNO, compared 
to 6,750 at UNK.  

The actual number of sexual as-
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Sexual assaults 
increase at UNK
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An eye for an eye?

Cause for concern
The Biblical adage about "punish-

ment fitting the crime" is being challenged 
by conscious-ridden Nebraskans who op-
pose capital punishment. Concerns are 

rising as legis-
latures continue 
to bring capital 
punishment in 
Nebraska under 
scrutiny.  

Much of 
this scrutiny be-

gan when Nebraska made national news in 
2007 when they replaced death by electric 
chair to death by lethal injection. Some of 
the same major players are still involved in 
the debate.

On March 4, the Judiciary Committee 
heard testimony on a bill that is aimed to 

replace the death penalty sentence to life 
without the possibility of parole.    

Omaha Sen. Brenda Council intro-
duced LB276, which she believes would 
end the debate about whether the death 
penalty is humane and constitutional.  “We 
should not wait until we are the odd state 
out before repealing the death penalty, “ 
Council said.  “Instead, we should be in the 

forefront of this humanitarian movement.”  
To date, 16 states have repealed 

their death penalty legislation.  In 2007, 
Nebraska’s unicameral legislature came 
within one vote of doing away with the 
death penalty entirely. 

Council needed 25 votes to pass this 
bill.  “Because LB 276 is not a prior-
ity bill, it is unlikely to see discussion 
this year and will likely be pushed until 

next year,” Council 
said. Though the bill 
may be delayed, the 
debate is still fresh 
on minds across the 
state. 

Debate foreseen
Given Nebras-

ka’s known conserva-
tive policy, the odds 
of this bill moving 
on in the legislature 
look meager.  “Many 

would say it is not worthwhile propos-
ing a bill like this, simply because it has 
such a slim change of being successful.  
However, I think it is always important 
to raise questions about existing prac-
tices and the introduction of such a bill 
does serve that purpose,” said Dr. John 

BY BETHANY SHINN
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Death penalty debate
continues though an
execution now set

Nebraska inmate 
facing lethal 

injection
page 7

DEATH PENALTY, PAGE 6

Gurneys, like the one above, are used for 
government sanctioned executions by lethal 
injection, the death penalty sentence in 
Nebraska.

“We should not wait until we are 
the odd state out before repealing the 
death penalty. Instead, we should be 
in the forefront of this humanitarian 
effort.”
Brenda Council

              Nebraska Legislator who proposed LB276

Insert
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If you happened 
to walk through Man-
tor hall in the past few 
weeks, you may have 
noticed something un-
usual about its lounge 

– i.e. that it looked like something out 
of a Happy Gilmore dreamland. 

From April 8 to 12, the Mantor 
lounge was transformed into a home-
made mini-golf course for the second 
annual Mantor Hall Mini-Golf. It was 
such a great success that the Mantor 
staff decided to leave the course up for 
another two weeks.  

If anyone asks, I’d say that I am 
proud to have contributed to this suc-
cess. Though, to be honest, my part was 
rather small.  Let’s just say I have a 
newfound respect for mini-golf course 
architects.  

I am not the most mechanically-
minded person, preferring the world of 
words, but I made a last-minute deci-
sion (as in, at 11:30 p.m. on the Thurs-
day night before the course was to be set 
up) to build a hole.  

Several holes had been constructed 
with sheets of Styrofoam, and I figured that 
would be a good bet for me.  It required 
no nails or screws or any other dangerous 
tools that I could hurt myself with.  

Styrofoam turned out to be a bad 
choice.  By the end of the first day of 
golfing, the obstacles on my hole looked 
pretty sad.  With a little help from a real 
carpenter, I spent Sunday afternoon re-
making my hole with wood.  I finally 
had something to be proud of. Or at 
least not completely ashamed of.  

The course had a total of 13 holes. 
Mantor gave each hole-maker a $15 
budget to create their hole. While they 
may not have been the most attractive 
holes in the mini-golf world, they defi-
nitely qualify as some of the most in-
novative. 

Some of the more interesting holes 
included Hole 8, which was made en-

tirely of recycled materials – plastic 
bottles, rolled up newspapers and empty 
pizza boxes.  Instead of buying sup-
plies, Joe Miller and Justin Waskowiak 

spent their entire $15 budget on a gar-
den gnome. 

Hole 5 was a bit on the existential 
side. The obstacles proclaimed them-
selves, “I am Wall,” “I am Albino Wall” 
and “I am Water.” 

Hole makers were awarded priz-
es in the categories of most original/
unique, most difficult, best constructed, 
and overall favorite. 

Hole 13, constructed by Zach 
Springer and Danny Frauendorfer, won 

everything except the most difficult 
award. Their hole was cut in the shape 
of two palm trees complete with coco-
nut bumpers, bringing a tropical touch 
to the course. 

While my personal favorite was 
Hole 8 with the garden gnome, I can’t 
begrudge anyone who voted for Hole 
13. It was definitely the most attractive 
on the course. 

My hole did not receive a single 
vote in any category, even after I recon-
structed it. I was not surprised. 

On Tuesday, April 12, Mantor held 
a tournament on the course, with prizes 
awarded to the winners. Josh Brummer 
won, finishing one under par.  His suc-
cess may or may not have had some-
thing to do with the fact that he is the 
Mantor president and spent a large por-
tion of the weekend working (and play-
ing) at the course. 

I quit keeping track of my score 
when it reached 10 over par after the 
first two holes. Apparently, my golf 
skills are about as good as my hole-
making skills. 

Photo by Lacey McPhillips
Students were given a chance to test their mini-golfing skills in Mantor student lounge 
April 8-12.  A student made golf course proved so successful, the Mantor staff decided to 
keep it up for an extra two weeks for students to enjoy.

Mantor lounge is up to par
BY LACEY 

MCPHILLIPS
JMC 215

UNK Health, physical education, 
recreation and leisure studies 

majors were honored at the 
annual appreciation day April 21.

Check out the photos at  
www.unkantelope.com

“I am not the most mechanically-
minded person, preferring the world 
of words, but I made a last-minute 
decision... to build a hole.”
Lacey McPhillips

The UNK Jungle Warrior Ad-
venture Race hosted by REC 354 is 
Thursday April 28 at 4:30 p.m. — not 
April 21 as published on page nine 
in the April 20 issue of the Antelope. 

Participants should meet at 4:30 p.m. 
by the west door of the Health and 
Sports Center.  Racers are asked to ar-
rive a little early to be registered be-
fore the start time.

Our error: Adventure race rescheduled for April 28



Those fortunate 
people who have never 
been to jail have prob-
ably wondered what life 
would be like behind 
bars, I personally had the 
underwhelming privilege 
of serving a night in the 

less than accommodating Hall County 
Corrections Facility. A magnanimous cleri-
cal error took me from an afternoon of PS3 
with my kids to jailhouse stripes within 
minutes. So instead of writing some quick 
anecdotal humor piece sprinkled with the 
occasional joke, I want to take you on a 
journey of a very tumultuous 24 hours.

The initial part of this journey start-
ed when a sheriff’s deputy arrived at my 
house around 3 p.m. on Sunday with a war-
rant for my arrest for failure to appear in 
court. 

See this is where the mayhem begins 
because I, in fact, was in court on the date 

in question. So I am sure you are won-
dering why in the world I was in court in 
the first place? As I politely explained to 
the deputy, I was in court and there was a 
mistake. However, nothing was going to 
change the fact that I was about to be ar-
rested and hauled off to jail. 

As I am escorted out of my home, 
I am faced with my 
nosey neighbors as 
well as the swell-
ing eyes of my 
children as they 
watch their dad 
being handcuffed 
and put into the 
deputy’s car. 
Fitting into the 
car was another 
chore all to itself. 
My broad shoul-
dered-frame packed 
in the space for a 100-pound person wasn’t 
pleasant in the least. I ended up having to 
spread across two-thirds of the back seat in 
order to fit. 

I was whisked 
quickly through finger-
printing and mug shots, 
and knowing I had no 
justifiable reason for 
being there, I gave the 
camera the biggest 
cheesy smile I could 
muster. But even be-
fore the mug shot, I had 
to don the old-school 
black and white striped 
pants and shirt. By this 
time, my embarrass-
ment of the situation 
had reached unbearable 
proportions.

After processing, I 
had to wait to be placed 
in what they called 
“housing.” The waiting 
time for this process 
took several hours, so 
I had my first jail-bird 
supper: a cheeseburg-
er, scalloped potatoes, 
baked beans, and pud-
ding. At fist glance one 
would say, “Well , that’s 
not so bad.“ 

I have to tell you 
that it was the worst 
meal in my life. That 
says a lot because I’m 
a Navy veteran who has 

traveled the world and now pushes over 
250 pounds. So to say the least, I am no 
stranger to food. So when I say it was bad, 
man it was bad! I can actually say that this 
was the first meal in my life that I actu-
ally pushed away and couldn’t physically 
s t o m a c h eating the rest— 

and when you’re 
as much of a 
chunky butt 
as I am, that’s 
saying a lot. 

Once I 
was housed 

I met my cell-

mate— who will remain nameless for con-
fidentiality purposes. He didn’t seem to 
speak much English at all. So I had to call 
upon those Rosetta Stone lessons and hack 
through finding out his name and why he 
was there. Those too will remain confiden-
tial. Needless to say he was there for sev-
eral months for frivolous things. He was 
nice enough I guess, but the whole time I 
was in the cell with him I hadn’t taken a 
crap all day. The only way to take care of 
business in jail? Right in front of this total 
stranger. No walls, no curtain, just right out 
in the open. Now I am far from the bash-
ful type— but come on, I just couldn’t. I 
couldn’t just drop trou right in front of the 
guy that I met five minutes ago and take a 
dump. So I did the next best thing, I waited 
till he was asleep and pinched the monster 
loaf. 

Sleeping was a complete nightmare in 
the cell. The lights don’t ever get turned 
out completely; they just get dimmer than 
they were during the day. There are two 
metal beds welded to the wall with thin 
blue mattresses on them with a bit of a 
raised bump at the top of them where the 
pillow would be. 

Sleep never seemed to come. Instead, 
constant unknown noises: the locking, 
unlocking and clanging metal doors, the 
seemingly endless chatter among inmates, 
the unforgiving hard mattress. To make 
matters worse, due to my time in service 
I suffer from PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder) because I have seen things that 

people only see on TV. The loud noises and 
unknown environment caused me to relive 
all old and bad experiences. 

What seemed like years passing was 
only hours. At 5 a.m. lights in the cells 
came springing back to life for breakfast. 
The nightmare of the insanely hard bed 
left my already bad back in quite a twist. I 
asked for a nurse so I could get some pain 
medicine at 7 a.m. 

At 11 a.m., I still hadn’t seen the nurse. 
After a few more hours of increasingly bad 
food and sitting on metal chairs at metal 
tables, I was finally going to be released. 
I was ushered back to the intake area and 

processed my paperwork to leave, which 
oddly was faster than a drive through at a 
fast food restaurant. That was just before 2 
p.m., and I had still hadn't seen the nurse. 

I was able to get home before the kids 
got home from school. When they arrived, 
I hugged them like never before. All this 
has affected my family forever. It was al-
most exactly 24 hours later that I received 
personal apologies directly from the coun-
ty attorney of Hall County. The damage 
is irreparable and permanent. I will never 
know how in the world anyone would 
want to be repeat offenders or to ever al-
low themselves to go back and do any of 
that crap. Ever. 

So I will now finally tell you how 
in the world I found myself in this situ-
ation. One word, “Truancy.” My kids 
have missed a few too many days of 
school due to illness and thus the county 
charged my wife and I with compulso-
ry truancy. Most people wouldn’t even 
know it’s a criminal offense, let alone 
an offense that would land someone in 
jail. So, though my wife and I went to 
court, they had in their records that I had 
not attended— even though I personally 
shook the county attorney’s hand. For 
some reason, they issued a warrant the 
very next day. 

I went to jail for truancy, went to jail 
for someone else’s lack of attention to de-
tail— In spite of the fact I was there in 
court on the day in question. So in the end 
I see justice is blind.
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Sudoku

www.sudoku-puzzles.netFind answer on page 6

How to play:
Sudoku is a placement puzzle. The aim of the puzzle is to 

enter a numeral from 1 through 9 in each cell of a grid. Each 
row, column and region must contain only one instance of each 
numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience and logical 
ability. The puzzle initially became popular in Japan in 1986 
and attained international popularity in 2005.

BY BO NESSLEIN
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BO NESSLEIN

Nesslein sees justice is blind
Hall County mistake leads to unnecessary, unpleasant, embarrassing night in jail

The Antelope

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 5 of 5 - Medium

4 8 3 9

4

1 2 7

7 5 4

6 9 1 8

8 3 2

7 9 2

7

5 1 6 3
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

“I went to jail for truancy, went to jail for 
someone else's lack of attention to detail...so in 
the end I see, justice is blind."
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The students you see at games cheering loud, 
decked out in blue, and crazy for Loper athletics 
aren’t just your ordinary student section. They are 
Loper Legion. 

This all-student led organization gets the stu-
dents involved in home games for both men’s and 
women’s athletics at UNK. Loper Legion’s stu-
dent advisor Matt Tomjack, says the organization 
he helped revive can continue to grow with com-
munity support. 

“After I leave in May, future Loper Legion 
exec. boards are always welcome to seek my ad-
vice. I hope they get a lot of outside support from 
the community and are available to offer more in-
centives to go to games,” said Tomjack, a gradu-
ating senior from Wahoo. “I hope they work with 
the athletic department and organize at least one 
road trip to each of our new MIAA foes. With the 
change of conference for the Lopers come brand-
new opportunities for the UNK student body to 
start anew and really back their Lopers.”

Loper Legion was originally started five 
years ago by Kyle Bowers, but only lasted a year. 
When Tim Hruza was elected student body presi-
dent, he looked to Tomjack to restart the orga-
nization. Tomjack has been working with Loper 
Legion for three years now.

Tomjack said he came from a high school 
that had nothing but school pride, and he grew 
up watching Division I sports that always had a 
large student population at games. When he came 

to UNK there was none of that. 
Tomjack started small by just getting his fra-

ternity brothers to go to basketball games and felt 
that he could do that on a larger scale. “It hasn't 
been an easy road, but I feel that if it carries on 
after I leave, it will have been well worth it.”

You can get out and support UNK at Loper 
Legion Student Appreciation Night at Memorial 
Field Friday, April 29 at 5 p.m.

Loper Legion appreciation night set for April 29
BY KRYSTAL NUNNENKAMP

Antelope Staff

Photo courtesy of Facebook
Louie the Loper and Loper Legion's Student Advisor 
Matt Tomjack, lead the student body section during a 
UNK basketball game. Tomjack, from Wahoo, will be 
graduating this May with a degree in Sports Adminis-
tration.

The baseball team is right where they want to 
be as they head into the final stretch of the regular 
season.  After winning three out of four against Colo-
rado Christian University, the Lopers stand at 26-12 
overall with an RMAC best 22-8 conference record.  

With only a non-conference matchup against the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha this week, followed 
by just eight remaining RMAC games, the Lopers are 
in position to finish the season strong.

The Lopers had to work hard to earn their three 
victories in the series, coming from behind in game 
one to win 9-6. Facing a two-run deficit before scor-
ing five runs over the course of the seventh and 
eighth innings, senior first basemen Andrew Haake 
went three for three at the plate and scored three runs 
while driving in two and walking twice.  Sophomore 
catcher, Chandler Klute and senior designated hitter, 
Felix Segovia also contributed three hits each for a 
total 18 total hits by the Lopers.   

In game three the Lopers found themselves trail-
ing 5-3 heading into the sixth inning.  They scored 
one in the sixth to cut the lead to one, and senior Tim 
Urban pinch hit to start the ninth.  Urban singled to 

right and advanced to second on a throwing error 
from the outfield.  

“Tim did a great job stepping up off the bench 
and starting that big inning for us. He gave us some 
energy and sparked a rally,” said head coach Damon 
Day. 

Senior Brian Chritz also pinch hit, and singled to 
right to score the pinch runner from third after a sac-
rifice bunt. With the game tied and the bases loaded 
with two outs, Segovia lined a single to left to score 
the run in walk-off fashion.

“It feels great to get a hit in a big spot like that 
and give us the win. I got a pitch I could do some-
thing with and put a good swing on it; fortunately it 
found the outfield,” Segovia said. 

In the Lopers 6-4 game two victory, senior pitch-
er Roy Metter was effective on the mound throwing 
six and a third innings on his way to picking up win 
number six of the season.  Metter scattered nine hits 
and gave up all four runs on a grand slam in the third 
inning.  Metter also struck out four while forcing 13 
groundouts.  Senior pitcher Jake Kresse came on in 
relief and struck out both batters he faced for the final 
two outs to earn his fourth save of the season.  Kresse 
also picked up the wins in games one and three, in-
creasing his win total to four. 

Baseball wins 3 of 4, takes another series
BY GANDY HENRY

Antelope Staff
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548316792

376925814

912784563

127658349

639472158

485139276

863547921

791263485

254891637
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Anderson, a political science in-
structor at UNK.

Opponents counter that argument 
about LB276 saying that abolishing the 
death penalty and replacing it with a 
life sentence could simply shift costs, 
which in-turn would counteract the 
goal of the bill.  

They also argue that because it 
takes 16 years, on average, in Nebraska 
for an inmate to be put to death after 
receiving a death sentence, capital pun-
ishment has become ineffective and a 
waste of money.

According to a recently issued re-
port from the Kansas Legislature, after 
an in-depth studies toward the subject, 
the average cost of imposing the death 
penalty is $1.9 million more per inmate 
than life imprisonment.  Their studies 
also concluded that the estimated cost 
of a death penalty case was 70 percent 
more than the cost of a comparable 
non-death penalty case. 

Senator Mike Gloor of Grand Is-
land who has a background in hospi-
tal administration and supports capital 
punishment argued, “The death penalty 
has never been about dollars to me.” 
Gloor went on to say, “There will be 
considerable health care costs for the 
individuals as they live out their lives 
in our prisons.”

“We don’t really know the efficacy 
of maintaining the death penalty. Now 
is the time to end state-sanctioned ho-
micide in Nebraska,” Council said.  

“I don’t think Nebraska will repeal 
the death penalty any time in the im-
mediate future.  For the most part, Ne-
braskans believe in an “eye for an eye,” 
and I don’t think that is going to change 
much.  Of course, as the state changes 
with newer generations becoming vot-
ers and recent immigrants there may be 
some changes coming,” Anderson said.

Death pen. from page 1

saults may be higher according to profes-
sor of criminal justice and former victim 
advocate Julie Campbell.

“Sexual assault is one of the most un-
derreported offenses. Some studies esti-
mate that about half of all sexual assaults 
are reported, but I think it’s probably less 
than that, particularly in a campus environ-
ment,” she said.

Students do not report sexual as-
sault for a variety of reasons, according 
to Campbell. Many are unsure of whether 
they actually are victims.

“They have a vision in their mind of 
what they think a rape is, so it’s like an at-
tack by a traitor. If you get in a situation 
where students are assaulted by boyfriends, 
friends, acquaintances or people they see at 
parties, and they’ve been drinking they get 
uncertain whether they’re actually victims. 
They envision something more dramatic 
with a stranger and injuries,” Campbell 
said.

Approximately 85 percent of sexual 
assaults do not involve a weapon, and 
roughly 75 percent of assaults are commit-
ted by individuals the victim knows, ac-
cording to Campbell.

“It’s not like that vision people have 
of the dark man in the alley at night with a 
gun. It’s just not the typical scenario. Usu-
ally, it’s someone you know, and there’s 
not a weapon involved,” she said. 

Alcohol is another obstacle. Students 
often fail to report an assault that happens 
at a party for fear of a minor in possession 
of alcohol charge.

“They worry that if they admit they 
were at the party, or that they were con-
suming alcohol, they’re somehow going to 
end up with an MIP. Really the two don’t 
compare. A sexual assault is a more seri-
ous offense, and it should be reported,” she 
said.

Campbell encouraged students to seek 
help whenever they are the victims of non-
consensual sexual contact.

“If a student thinks they might have 
been victimized, they need to talk to some-
body about it. If it is something where 
you’re going to pursue some type of crimi-
nal action, you need to do it quickly. Time 
is of the essence. So even if you’re not 
sure, talk to somebody in the Women’s 
Center, talk to somebody in the counseling 
department or talk to a faculty member or 
a residence hall advisor,” Campbell said. 

Students who are victims of sexual 
assault, or have questions about sexual as-
sault can find assistance at the Counseling 
and Health Care office in room 144 of Stu-
dent Affairs building, the Women’s Center 
office in the same building, from the UNK 
Police or by speaking with faculty mem-
bers.

“We have a really great set of resourc-

es for students on campus. If a student is 
concerned, they’re not sure they’ve been 
sexually assaulted and they want to talk it 
through, they can always go to the Coun-
seling Center or the Women’s Center. The 
counselors are available. They’ll sit and 
talk with them about what they’ve gone 
through, help them process it and then fig-
ure out what their next steps are going to 
be—whether it’s reporting or something 
else,” Campbell said.

In addition to the many resources 
available on campus, several new resourc-
es focused on responding to sexual assaults 
will be added as part of a grant awarded to 
the Women’s Center. The $326,041 grant 
from the U.S. Department of Justice Office 
of Violence against Women aims to expand 
the role of the Women’s Center and create 
a strong partnership with the S.A.F.E. Cen-
ter.

The primary purpose of the new pro-
gram is to enhance victim safety in cases 
of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault and stalking in rural areas 
by encouraging collaborative partnerships 
among criminal justice agencies, victim 
service providers and community organi-
zations to respond to these crimes.

New resources made available by the 
grant include a Sexual Assault Response 
Team (SART),the Kearney S.A.F.E. Cen-
ter’s first therapist, and a prevention educa-
tor graduate assistant position in the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs, according to Lin-
da Shaw, grant writer and assistant director 
of the Women’s Center.

SART members include associate di-
rector of health care Cindy Shultz, a trained 
sexual assault nurse examiner, UNK police 
officer Jarvis Kring as lead investigator and 

prevention specialist, the assistant director 
of the Women’s Center, and the S.A.F.E. 
Center’s professional counselor. The team 
was selected especially to help victims of 
assault on campus.

“We try to create a team that can really 
take into account all of the unique situa-
tions that a victim might be in if a sexual 
assault were to occur on campus, verses if 
it were to occur at an off campus location,” 
Meagan Smejdir, Women’s Center gradu-
ate assistant, said.

The primary goal of SART will be 
to investigate sexual assaults on cam-
pus. The group will begin meeting this 
week, but the broader goal of the grant 
is prevention and education according 
to Shaw. She hopes to implement new 
procedures by the beginning of the fol-
lowing academic year.

“The whole premise of the grant is 
prevention education. We’re still kind of 
in the research phase of the project, but 
our goal is to have a prevention program 
in place by the time the freshmen come to 
campus in the fall,” Shaw said.

Sexual assaults from page 1
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CASH IN 
YOUR TEXTBOOKS

Antelope Bookstore
Nebraskan Student Union

Rented textbooks are due back by 
May 6, 2011

Visit www.antelopebook.com for  
additional buyback hours and locations.

CHECK IN 
YOUR RENTALS
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An execution date of June 14 has been 
set for Carey Dean Moore by the Nebraska 
Supreme court, the first to be carried out in 
13 years since the court banned the electric 
chair.

Moore, 53, was sentenced for the 
1979 murder of two cabbies during rob-
beries. His first stay of execution was 
granted six days before the execution 
scheduled in 2007 because the court 
wanted to review the legality of the 
electric chair.

Eleven men sit on Nebraska’s death 
row. A letter last year from the attorney 
general’s office said the state likely would 
seek an execution date for Raymond Mata 
Jr., convicted in the 1999 murder of a 
Scottsbluff toddler, after a lethal injection 
protocol was written.  His lawyers have 
challenged the use of the drug.

Since capital punishment was adopted 
in Nebraska, 38 individuals have been exe-
cuted.  Only three of these executions have 
occurred since 1976. 

In May 28, 2009, Nebraska legisla-
tures approved a bill to change the state’s 
method of execution from electrocution to 

lethal injection. Nebraska was the last state 
in the nation to adopt lethal injection ex-
ecution. Debate continues centered around 
the impending execution of Mata, who was 
convicted in 2000 of kidnapping and mur-
dering Adam Gomes, the 3-year-old son of 
a previous girlfriend. Investigators testi-
fied that parts of the toddler’s body were 
found at Mata’s home in a freezer, a dog 
bowl, dog-food bag, and from the stomach 
of Mata’s dog.

Courtesy photo
Raymond Mata Jr., a current Nebraska 

death row inmate, could face execution by 
lethal injection later this year.

BY BETHANY SHINN
Antelope Staff

June 14 execution date set for Moore
Mata's final sentence for 2000 murder still on hold pending appeal
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Platte Valley

Liter Mugs 

•17 crafted, brewed on tap

$4.50

•All day Thursday

•After 10 p.m. Saturday

Brewery

Monday-Saturday 3 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Pizza! Pizza! Pizza!

• The Supreminator

• “Meat” Your Maker

• Five-a-Day Veggie Delight

• Or create your own!

• The Sky is Falling

• Home on the Range

•All beers

Liter Mugs 

University-friendly  
clothing & accessories 

Visit us on  
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Freshman defenseman Sarah Talcott, pre-
pares for a throw-in against Bellevue during 
Saturday's scrimmages. Each spring UNK is 
allowed to conduct scrimmages with other 
universities on five separate dates through-
out the semester.  During these friendly 
matches no official score or stats are kept 
due to the fact it's just friendly competition 
between schools.

Photos by 
Justin Gilson

Junior mid fielder 
Morgan Abert (16), 
attempts to send a 

pass to freshman 
Becka Talcott (10) 
as she breaks free 
from the Bellevue 

defender on Satur-
day April 23.

The women's soccer team hosted an after-
noon of friendly matches at Foster Field.  
Visiting teams from Washburn, Bellevue 
and Kansas Wesleyan made the trip to Ke-
arney for some extra scrimmaging against 
real competition.

Soccer scrimmages
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